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Authored by Norton, Scott, Mahoney, Laine, Albright and others

The bill was read for the first time and referred to the Committee on Civil Law and Data Practices
Adoption of Report: Amended and re-referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services Finance
By motion, recalled and re-referred to the Committee on Government Operations and Elections Policy

A bill for an act
relating to child support; modifying computation of child support obligations;
modifying parenting time expense adjustment; amending Minnesota Statutes
2014, sections 518A.26, subdivision 14; 518A.34; 518A.36, subdivisions 1, 2;
repealing Minnesota Statutes 2014, section 518A.36, subdivision 3.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2014, section 518A.26, subdivision 14, 1s amended to

read:

Subd. 14. Obligor. "Obligor" means a person obligated to pay maintenance or

this-presamption: For purposes of ordering medical support under section 518A.41, a

parent who has primary physical custody of a child may be an obligor subject to a payment

agreement under section 518A.69.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2014, section 518A.34, is amended to read:

518A.34 COMPUTATION OF CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATIONS.

(a) To determine the presumptive child support obligation of a parent, the court shall
follow the procedure set forth in this section.

(b) To determine the obligor's basic support obligation, the court shall:

(1) determine the gross income of each parent under section 518A.29;

Sec. 2. 1
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(2) calculate the parental income for determining child support (PICS) of each
parent, by subtracting from the gross income the credit, if any, for each parent's nonjoint
children under section 518A.33;

(3) determine the percentage contribution of each parent to the combined PICS by
dividing the combined PICS into each parent's PICS;

(4) determine the combined basic support obligation by application of the guidelines
in section 518A.35;

(5) determine the-obliger's each parent's share of the basic support obligation
by multiplying the percentage figure from clause (3) by the combined basic support
obligation in clause (4); and

(6) determine the parenting expense adjustment;if-any; for each parent as provided

in section 518A.36, and adjust the-obligor's each parent's basic support obligation
aceordingly by subtracting each parent's parenting expense adjustment from each parent's

basic support obligation. The result of each calculation is each parent's basic support

obligation after the parenting expense adjustment. Hthe-parenting-time-of-thepartiesis

ectran Q A A

(c) The court shall determine the child care support obligation for the obligor
as provided in section 518A.40.

(d) The court shall determine the medical support obligation for each parent as
provided in section 518A.41. Unreimbursed and uninsured medical expenses are not
included in the presumptive amount of support owed by a parent and are calculated and
collected as described in section 518A.41.

(e) The court shall determine each parent's total child support obligation by adding
together each parent's basic support, child care support, and health care coverage
obligations as provided in this section.

(f) The parent with the higher total child support obligation shall be the obligor. To

determine the obligor's net child support obligation, the court shall subtract the lower total

support obligation from the obligor's child support obligation.

b (g) If Social Security benefits or veterans' benefits are received by one parent as a
representative payee for a joint child based on the other parent's eligibility, the court shall
subtract the amount of benefits from the other parent's net child support obligation, if any.

tg) (h) The final child support order shall separately designate the amount owed for
basic support, child care support, and medical support. If applicable, the court shall use

the self-support adjustment and minimum support adjustment under section 518A.42 to

determine the-ebligor's a parent's child support obligation.

Sec. 2. 2
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(1) If split custody exists, child support shall be calculated for each child as provided

in this section. If the child support calculation results in each parent owing support to

the other, the court shall offset the higher child support obligation with the lower child

support obligation and order the parent with the higher child support obligation to pay the

difference. For purposes of this paragraph, "split custody" means that there are two or

more children and each parent has at least one child more than 50 percent of the time.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2014, section 518A.36, subdivision 1, is amended to read:
Subdivision 1. General. (a) The parenting expense adjustment under this section

reflects the presumption that while exercising parenting time, a parent is responsible
for and incurs costs of caring for the child, including, but not limited to, food, clothing,
transportation, recreation, and household expenses. Every child support order shall
specify the percentage of parenting time granted to or presumed for each parent. For
purposes of this section, the percentage of parenting time means the percentage of time a
child is scheduled to spend with the parent during a calendar year according to a court
order. Parenting time includes time with the child whether it is designated as visitation,
physical custody, or parenting time. The percentage of parenting time may be determined
by calculating the number of overnights that a child spends is court-ordered to spend with

a parent, averaged over a two-year period, or by using-a-method-other-than-overnights
tf-the-parent-has calculating the number of overnight equivalents. For purposes of this

section, "overnight equivalents" means significant time periods on separate days where the

child is in the parent's physical custody and under the direct care of the parent but does not
stay overnight. The court may consider the age of the child in determining whether a child
1s with a parent for a significant period of time.

(b) If there is not a court order awarding parenting time, the court shall determine
the child support award without consideration of the parenting expense adjustment. If a
parenting time order is subsequently issued or is issued in the same proceeding, then the
child support order shall include application of the parenting expense adjustment.

(c) For purposes of child support proceedings, there is a presumption that the

percentage of parenting time means the percentage of time a child is scheduled to spend

with the parent during a calendar year according to a court order. This presumption may

be rebutted if the court finds that the parties have actually adhered to a parenting time

schedule with a substantially different percentage of parenting time for a party, provided

that the party has not been wrongfully deprived of their court-ordered parenting time.

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2014, section 518A.36, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

Sec. 4. 3
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4.1 Subd. 2. Calculation of parenting expense adjustment. The-obligor For purposes
42 of determining each parent's basic child support, each parent is entitled to a parenting
4.3 expense adjustment calculated as provided in this subdivision. The court shall:

4.4 (1) find the adjustment percentage corresponding to the percentage of parenting time
45 allowed to the-ebligor each parent as provided below:

46 Pereentage Range of Adjustment

4.7 ParentingTime Pereentage

4.8 (%3] fess-than10-pereent no-adjustment

4.9 ) 16-pereentto45pereent 1+2-pereent

4.10 i 451pereentto-S0-pereent presume-parenting time-is-equal
4.11 Overnights/ Overnights/ Overnights/

4.12 Overnight Overnight Overnight

4.13 Equivalents  Credit % Equivalents  Credit % Equivalents  Credit %
4140 0.00 122 22.54 244 77.83
as 1 0.07 123 22.90 245 78.19
a6 2 0.14 124 23.27 246 78.55
a7 3 0.21 125 23.65 247 78.90
as 4 0.28 126 24.03 248 79.25
a0 S 0.35 127 24.41 249 79.60
20 6 0.42 128 24.80 250 79.94
s 7 0.49 129 25.19 251 80.28
a2 8 0.57 130 25.58 252 80.61
an 9 0.65 131 25.98 253 80.94
42410 0.72 132 26.38 254 81.27
as 11 0.80 133 26.78 255 81.59
426 12 0.88 134 27.19 256 81.91
21 13 0.96 135 27.60 257 82.23
a2 14 1.04 136 28.01 258 82.54
4 15 L13 137 28.43 259 82.85
430 16 121 138 28.85 260 83.16
a3 17 129 139 29.27 261 83.46
i 18 138 140 29.70 262 83.76
a3 19 147 141 30.13 263 84.05
43 20 156 142 30.56 264 84.34
azs 21 165 143 31.00 265 84.63
436 22 174 144 31.44 266 84.92
a3 23 1.84 145 31.88 267 85.20
4z 24 1.93 146 32.32 268 85.47
4z 25 2.03 147 32.77 269 85.75
ad 26 2.12 148 33.22 270 86.02
aar 27 2.22 149 33.68 271 86.28
s 28 2.32 150 34.13 272 86.55
4.43 29 243 151 34.59 273 86.81

Sec. 4. 4
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116 20.40 238 75.59 360 99.65

117 20.75 239 75.97 361 99.72

118 21.10 240 76.35 362 99.79

119 21.45 241 76.73 363 99.86

121 22.17 243 77.46 365 100.00
and

(2) multiply the adjustment percentage by the-obligor's each parent's basic child
support obligation to arrive at the each parent's parenting expense adjustment;-and.

Sec. 5. REPEALER.

Minnesota Statutes 2014, section 518A.36, subdivision 3, is repealed.

Sec. 5. 7



APPENDIX
Repealed Minnesota Statutes: H0512-1

518A.36 PARENTING EXPENSE ADJUSTMENT.

Subd. 3. Calculation of basic support when parenting time presumed equal. (a) If the
parenting time is equal and the parental incomes for determining child support of the parents also
are equal, no basic support shall be paid unless the court determines that the expenses for the
child are not equally shared.

(b) If the parenting time is equal but the parents' parental incomes for determining child
support are not equal, the parent having the greater parental income for determining child support
shall be obligated for basic child support, calculated as follows:

(1) multiply the combined basic support calculated under section 518A.34 by 0.75;

(2) prorate the amount under clause (1) between the parents based on each parent's
proportionate share of the combined PICS; and

(3) subtract the lower amount from the higher amount.

The resulting figure is the obligation after parenting expense adjustment for the parent
with the greater parental income for determining child support.
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