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Section 1.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

NINETY-FIRST SESSION H. F. No. 1 7 1 9

Authored by Noor; Moran; Xiong, J.; Cantrell; Olson and others
The bill was read for the first time and referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services Policy
Adoption of Report: Amended and re-referred to the Committee on Ways and Means

A bill for an act

relating to human services; modifying drug testing provisions for MFIP and general
assistance; amending Minnesota Statutes 2018, sections 256D.024, subdivision 1;
256J.26, subdivision 1; 609B.425, subdivision 2; 609B.435, subdivision 2.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2018, section 256D.024, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Person convicted of drug offenses. (a) If an applicant or recipient has
been convicted of a drug offense after July 1, 1997, the assistance unit is ineligible for
benefits under this chapter until five years after the applicant has completed terms of the
court-ordered sentence, unless the person is participating in a drug treatment program, has
successfully completed a drug treatment program, or has been assessed by the county and
determined not to be in need of a drug treatment program. Persons subject to the limitations

of this subdivision who become eligible for assistance under this chapter shalt may be subject

to random drug testing as-a-condition-of continued-eligibility-and-shall-Hose-eligibility for
benefitsfor frve-years-beginning-the-menth-felewing:. The county or tribe must provide

resources and referrals to drug treatment programs for a person who tests positive for an

illegal controlled substance.
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(b) For the purposes of this subdivision, "drug offense" means a conviction that occurred
after July 1, 1997, of sections 152.021 to 152.025, 152.0261, 152.0262, or 152.096. Drug

offense also means a conviction in another jurisdiction of the possession, use, or distribution

of a controlled substance, or conspiracy to commit any of these offenses, if the offense
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occurred after July 1, 1997, and the conviction is a felony offense in that jurisdiction, or in

the case of New Jersey, a high misdemeanor.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2018, section 256J.26, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Person convicted of drug offenses. (a) An individual who has been
convicted of a felony level drug offense committed during the previous ten years from the

date of application or recertification is subject to the following:

(1) Benefits for the entire assistance unit must be paid in vendor form for shelter and

utilities during any time the applicant is part of the assistance unit.

(2) The convicted applicant or participant shall may be subject to random drug testing

as-a-condition-of continued-eligibility-and. Following any positive test for an illegal controlled
substance is-subjeetto-the fellewingsanetions:, the county or tribe must provide resources

and referrals to drug treatment programs.
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(b) Applicants requesting only food stamps or food support or participants receiving
only food stamps or food support, who have been convicted of a drug offense that occurred
after July 1, 1997, may, if otherwise eligible, receive food stamps or food support. #f The
convicted applicant or participant may be is subject to random drug testing as-a-condition
efcontinued-ehigibility. Following a positive test for an illegal controlled substance, the
applieantissubjeet-to-the followingsanetions: the county or tribe must provide resources

and referrals to drug treatment programs.

(c) For the purposes of this subdivision, "drug offense" means an offense that occurred

during the previous ten years from the date of application or recertification of sections
152.021 to 152.025, 152.0261, 152.0262, 152.096, or 152.137. Drug offense also means a
conviction in another jurisdiction of the possession, use, or distribution of a controlled
substance, or conspiracy to commit any of these offenses, if the offense occurred during
the previous ten years from the date of application or recertification and the conviction is

a felony offense in that jurisdiction, or in the case of New Jersey, a high misdemeanor.

Sec. 2. 3
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Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2018, section 609B.425, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

Subd. 2. Benefit eligibility. (a) A person convicted of a drug offense after July 1, 1997,
is ineligible for general assistance benefits and Supplemental Security Income under chapter

256D until:
(1) five years after completing the terms of a court-ordered sentence; or

(2) unless the person is participating in a drug treatment program, has successfully

completed a program, or has been determined not to be in need of a drug treatment program.

(b) A person who becomes eligible for assistance under chapter 256D s may be subject

to random drug testing and-shall-Hese-eligibility for-benefitsfor five-years-beginning-the
menth-fellewing:. The county or tribe must provide resources and referrals to drug treatment

programs for a person who tests positive for an illegal controlled substance.
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(c) Parole violators and fleeing felons are ineligible for benefits and persons fraudulently

misrepresenting eligibility are also ineligible to receive benefits for ten years.

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2018, section 609B.435, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

Subd. 2. Drug offenders; random testing; sanctions. A person who is an applicant for
benefits from the Minnesota family investment program or MFIP, the vehicle for temporary
assistance for needy families or TANF, and who has been convicted of a drug offense shall

may be subject to eertain-conditions;ineluding random drug testing-in-erder-to-recetve
MFEIPbenefits. Following any positive test for a controlled substance, the eenvicted-applicant

or-partictpantis-subjeet-to-the following sanetions: county or tribe must provide resources

and referrals to drug treatment programs.

Sec. 4. 4
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