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shall appoint the executive secretary. Members representing the distriet; munieipal and
members shall be appeinted by the board of geverners of the Minnesota siate. bar
" assoeiation: The eitizen All members shall be appointed by the governor with the advice
and consent of the senate, No member shall serve more than two full four-year terms or
their equivalent. Membership terminates if a member ceases to hold the position that
qualified him for appointment.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 490.16, Subdivision 3, is amended to read:

Subd. 3. On recommendation of the board on judicial standards, the supreme court
may retire a judge for disability that seriously interferes with the performance of his duties
and is or is likely 10 become permanent, and censure or remove a judge for action of
inaction eeeurring pot more than four years prior to such aetion being reported to the
board on judicial standards that may constitute persistent failure to perform his duties,
incompetence in performing his duties, habitual intemperance or conduct prejudicial to
the administration of justice that brings the judicial office into disrepute.

'

The board is specifically empowered to reopen any matter wherein any information

existing provision of time limitation.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. Section 2 is effective the day following final
enactment.

judicial standards.

Approved March 28, 1978.

CHAPTER 714-5.F.No.1630
[Coded in Part]

An act relating to elections; providing cerigin safeguards against improper voter
registration and casting of absentee ballots; revising forms and procedures for administering
absentee ballot laws; prescribing certain powers and duties of and granting temporary
rulemaking power o the secretary of state; eliminating civil service appointment of election
Judges in first class cities; prescribing penalties; amending Minnesota Statutes 1976, Sections
201.121; 201.15; 201.27; 204A.14, Subdivision 2; 207.04; 207.06; 207.08; 207.09; 207.30,
Subdivisions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6; Chapters 201, by adding a section; and 207, by adding a section;
Minnesota Statutes, 1977 Supplement, Sections 201.061, Subdivision 3; 201.071, Subdivision
4; 204A.13, Subdivisions 2 and 6; 204A.17, Subdivision 1, 204A4.175; 207.02; 207.03; 207.03,
Subdivision 1; 207.10; 207.11; and 207.31; repealing Minnesota Statutes 1976, Sections
204A.17, Subdivision 2; 207.101; 207.12; 207.13; and 207.30, Subdivision 1.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:
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Section 1. Minnesota Statutes, 1977 Supplement, Section 201.061, Subdivision 3, is
amended to read:

Subd. 3. A persen An individual who on election day presents himself at the
pelling place for the precinct in which he resides and who is not registered but is
otherwise eligible to vote may nevertheless vote upon registering. A persen An individual
may register at this time by completing a registration card, making an oath in the form
prescribed by the commissioner and providing proof of his residence. An individual may
prove his residence by:

(1) Fhe Showing eof his drivers license or nonqualifieation eertifieate Minnesota
identification card issued pursuant to section 171.07; es;

{2) Providing any document approved by the commissioner as proper identification
52 0T

(3) Having an individual who is registered to vote in the precinct sign an oath in
the presence of the election judge that he personally knows that the applicant is a resident
of the precinct. No individual who registers to vote on election day by proving residence
as provided in clause (3} shall provide proof of residence for any other individual on that
election day.

The election judge responsible for election day registration shall attempt 1o keep a
record of and forward to the county auditor the number of individuals who attempt 1o
register gn eclection day but who cannot provide proof of residence as required by this
section.

Forms for the card and eath oaths shall be available at each polling place. When
an individual signs an oath that he personally knows that an applicant is a resident of the
precinct the oath shall be attached to the applicant’s registration card until the address of
the applicant is verified by the county auditor. Forms used pursuant to this section shall
be forwarded to the auditor who shall, unless the information forwarded is substantially
deficient, add the name of the voter to the registration system. If the auditor finds a
registration pursuant to this subdivision substantially deficient he shall give written notice
to the person whose registration is found deficient. A registration deficient only because

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes, 1977 Supplement, Section 201.071, Subdivision 4, is
amended to read:

Subd. 4. Upen reeeipt of Any county auditor who receives a registration card
indicating that a voter has ehanged residenee sinee voting last was previously registered in
a different county in Minnesota; & epunty suditer shall notify the eeunty auditor of the
voter's last registration: Notification shell be made upen that county on a form prescribed
by the commissioner. A county auditor receiving a registration card indicating that a
yoler was previously registered in a different precinct in the same county or a notification
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that voter’s name from the registration lists and affix the notifieation te the eancelled
remove the original and duplicate voter registration esrd cards from the files. Any auditor
who receives a registration card or notification requiring a change of registration records

election . .

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 201.121, is amended to read:

201.121 ENTRY OF NAMES; MAILED NOTICE. Subdivision 1. Upon receiving
a tegistration card properly completed and submitted in accordance with sections 284694
201.06] and 204 201.071, the county auditor shall enter the registration card or the
information contained on the card in the appropriate registration files.

Subd. 2. The county auditor shall mail to the weter cach repistrant a notice
indicating the voter's name, address, precinct and polling place. The eard notice shall
require that it be returned if not deliverable: For any ecefd returned beenuse not
deliverable to the voter at the named address;, For any notice fhat is returned the county
auditor shall cause to be affixed to the duplicate registration card of the voter the word
“challenged.” No persen individual so challenged shall be permitted to voie except by
complying with all provisions of law applicable to the proving of chalienges.

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 201.15, is amended to read:

201.15 PROBATE JUDGE, REPORT GUARDIANSHIPS AND
COMMITMENTS. The judge of probate in each county in the state shall report monthly
to the county auditor the name, age and address of each persen individual 18 years of age
7 ot over; residing in sweh munieipality the county; who has. during the month preceding
the date of the report, been was placed under a guardianship of the person; end each suth
person under puardianship of the person wransferred to the jurisdietion of the probate
eoiirt; of restored o eapacity; end each person; 18 years of age; or over; adjudged legally
incompetent by reason of mental illness, mental deficiency, or inebriation, or as a
psychopathic personality, and each such persen individual transferred to the jurisdiction
of or restored to capacity by the court. Upon receipt of sueh the report, the auditor shall
examine the original and duplicate registration files ¢+ end; to determine if sueh
examination diseloses that any of the persons individual named in suweh the report as
being under puardianship of the persem; or a9 adiudged incompetent or a psycheopathie
pessenelity; is registered; to vote. The auditor shall remeve the registration eards of sueh
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of the determination, and the dated signature of the county auditor. Upen notice from the
judge of probate of a restoration to capacity, the county auditor shall them remove the
notice from the individual’s registration cards and thereafter process the persen’s
registration eard cards in the same manner as if no guardianship or adjudication had
occurred.

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 201.27, is amended to read:

201.27 VIOLATIONS, PENALTIES. Subdivision 1. Any officer, deputy, clerk, or
other employee who shail wilfuily fa# [fails to perform or enforce any of the provisions of
this chapter except the provisions of subdivision 2, or who shall untawfully or fraudulently
remeove removes any registration card or record from its proper compartment in the
registration files, or who skall wilfully destre¥ destroys any record provided by this
chapter to be kept, or any person who shalt wilfully or fraudulently register registers more
than once, or register registers under any but his true name, or attempt atiempts to vole
by impersonating another who is registered, or who wilfully registers in any precinct
where he is not a resident at any time of registering, or who adds a name or names to the
registration files, records or cards, or who violates any of the provisions of this chapter is
guilty of a felonj. ’ ’ '

Subd. 2. Any deputy, clerk, employee or other subordinate of a county auditor or
municipal clerk who has knowledge or reason to believe that a violation of chapter 20t
has gccurred, shall immediately transmit a report of his knowledge or belief 10 the county
auditor or municipal clerk, together with any evidence of the violation coming intg his
possession. Any county auditor or municipal clerk who has knowledge or reason 1o
believe that a violation of chapter 201 has occurred shall immediately transmit a report of
his knowledge or belief to the county attorney of the county wherein the violation is
thought to have occurred, topether with any evidence of the violation coming inte his
possession. The county auditor or municipal clerk shall also immediately send a copy of
the report to the commissioner, A violation of this subdivision is a misdemeanor.

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Chapter 201, is amended by adding a section to
read:

1201.275] INVESTIGATIONS; PROSECUTIONS. Any county altorney receiving
any report of a possible violation of chapter 201 shall immediately and diligently inquire

prosecution, the county attorney shall present the charpe, together with all the evidence
that he can procure, to the grand jury of the county. If any county attornmey fails or
refuses to faithfully perform any duty imposed on him by chapter 201, he.is guilty of a
misdemeanor and on conviction thereof shall forfeit his office.

Sec. 7. Minnesola Statutes, '1977 Supplement, Section 204A.13, Subdivision 2, is
amended to read:

Changes or  additions indicated by underline deletions by  strkeeut



688 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1978 Ch. 714

Subd. 2. ELECTION LAW. On or before July | of every even-numbered year the
secretary of state shall furnish to the county auditors sufficient copies of the Minnesota
Minnesota election law. The secretary of state also may prepare and transmit to the
county auditors detailed written instructions on election laws relating to the conduct of
elections, conduct of voter registration and voting procedures.

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes, 1977 Supplement, Section 204A.13, Subdivision 6, is
amended to read: '

Subd. 6. ELECTION JUDGES TRAINING. The secretary of state may formulate
shall adopt rules establishing a program for the training of election judges: and fof the
eonduet of their duties as preseribed by law; throupghout the state by county auditors as
required by section 204A.175,

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 204A.14, Subdivision 2, is amended 1o
read;

Subd. 2. ELECTION SUPPLIES, DUTY OF CLERKS. At least one week before
every state election; the cletk of each ety and town and eseh statutory edy thet is
separated from the tewn for eleetion purpeses; municipality in the county shall secure
from the county auditor the necessary copies of each of the blanks and forms as are
required in preparation for the conduct of the election, printed instruction cards, twe
eopies of the Minnesota eleetion law and any other instructions for election officers, for
each precinct, and sufficient quantities of the necessary official ballots, ballot boxes,
registers, and other supplies and materials so that the judges of the election precincts may
comply with the provisions of the Minnesota election taw. The clerk of each municipality
in the eounty shall post in a conspicuous manner in the polling place the printed
instruction cards secured from the county auditor. If it is more convenient, and in lieu of
complying with the foregoing provisions of this subdivision, the auditor may furnish sueh
the election supplies to the person entitled thereto in the same manner as sueh the
supplies are furnished in unorganized territory. If there are election precincts in
unorganized territory, the county auditor shall send by registered or certified mail, insured
parcel post, express, or deliver to the judges in these precincts the supplies that are
enumerated in this subdivision.

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes, 1977 Supplement, Section 204A.17, Subdivision 1, is
amended to read:

204A.17 JUDGES OF ELECTION. Subdivision 1. APPOINTMENT,
QUALIFICATION. At least 65 days before any election for 2 partisan political office, the
county or legislative district chairman, whichever is designated by the state party, of each
political party as defined in section 200.02, subdivision 7, shall furnish a list of qualified
voters in each election precinet in the county or legislative district, whichever applies, 10
act as election judges, to the auditor of the county in which the precinct is located. At
least 55 days before the date of the election, the county auditor shall furnish to each of
the several appointing authorities of judges for the various election precincts, a list of the
appropriate names for each election precinct. Separate lists shall be so submitted by the
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county auditor for each political party. If any county or legislative district chairman of a
political party shall fail to submit a list to the county auditor as hereinbefore provided,
the appointing authorities shall select and appoint qualified electors as herein or otherwise
provided by law. Exeept in eities of the first elass The council of each municipality and
the county board in unorganized territory shall appoint, in the manner provided for in
this section, qualified voters in that municipality or county to be judges of election. The
appointments shall be made at least 25 days before any election. The appointments shall
be made from a list of qualified voters provided for in this section subject to the
limitations of section 204A.18, subdivision 1. A pessen An individual may be appointed
an election judge for a precinct in which he does not reside if an insufficient number of
names of qualified voters in that precinct are on file in the office of the appointing
authority. The council or county hoard may make such rules as it deems necessary
including the examination of applicants, to determine the qualification of judges.

Sec. 1). Minnesota Statutes, 1977 Supplement, Section 204A.175, is amended to
read:

204A.175 TRAINING FOR ELECTION JUDGES; DUTIES OF THE COUNTY
AUDITOR. The county auditor of each county shall train all election judges who are
appointed to serve at any election to be held in the county and shall provide a procedure
for emergency training of judges appointed to fill vacancies in election boards after the
opening of the polls when no regularly trained judges are available. The county auditor
may delegale 10 a municipal election official the duties to train election judges for any
municipality. Each precinct in less than 100 voled at the last
election shall have at least two judges who are members of different political parties who
have received iraining as required in this section. In every other precinct, no individual
may serve as an election judge who has not received training as required by this section.

Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes, 1977 Supplement, Section 207.02, is amended to read:

207.02 VOTING BY MAIL. Any person individual entitled to vote at any general
election, afy primary eleetion; any eity eleetion; of any statuiory eity of town eleetion in
statutory eities o towns operating under the “Australian Ballot System:” whe i3 ebseat en
the day such eleetion is held from the preeiniet in which he is entitled 1o veote; oF who by
reason of absence from his precinct, illness, er physical disability er beesuse of, religious
discipline, or observance of a religious holiday is unable to go to the polling place of such
in that precinet on the davy that election is held, or who is employed as a judge of election
in a precinet other than his own, may vote therein by having his ballot delivered to the
election board of such preeinet on the day of such eleetion; either by mail of by the elerk
of the municipality in which sueh precinet 15 sitiated as provided for in sections 20708
end 28710k and by complying with the provisions of this chapter. Neo person Any
individual residing in a municipality rew er heresfter having permanent registration of
voters, as provided by chapter 201, shall be permitted 1o so vote umless if he has registered
as a voter in accordance with' sueh those provisions or registers en election day by
enclosing a completed registration card with his ballot and providing proof of his
residence in the manner required in section 207,03,

Sec. 13, Minnesota Statutes, 1977 Supplement, Section 207.03, is amended to read:
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207.03 APPLICATION FOR BALLOTS. Subdivision |. At any time noi more
than 45 days or less than one day before the day of holding any election, any persen
individual may make appheatior apply in writing subseribed by him for absentee ballots
to: (a) the auditor of the county in which the applicant is a resident; (b) the full time clerk
of a municipality designated by the county auditor if the applicant is a resident of that
municipality; or (c) the full time clerk of a municipality which has requested designation
by the county auditor if the applicant is a resident of that municipality; fer ballots and
envelopes; by mailing to er filing with sueh sudior of sueh elerk an epplieation

%@Mms&m

?heuﬂéemfgﬁed—&éu}yq&ﬁhﬁedve%efmtheeﬁumyeﬁ — State of
Qbeeaﬁseeiféhﬁlﬁﬁ&&tﬁ&plﬁﬁefabsmaﬂeee#&ﬁhglﬁuﬂhﬁhd&ﬂh&eby
makesapphe&tmleﬂhebaﬂemtebe%d&peﬁmsmdpfeemmeheae*te}eem
Please mail said ballots and accompanying envelope t6 me 8t == (inseFrt post
offiec address to whieh to be seat) s -

(Signature of Appheanty” -

An appheation need not be om an officisl of standard form. An application
submitted by mail shall be accepted if it containg t-he information above is signed and

receives an apghcatton for absentee ballots which he cannot provide to the apphcant sha]l
forthwith forward that application to the official who can provide the ballots.

Subd. la. ¥ a person applies in perser for an Any individual desiring to vote by
absentee ballot and must register by enelesing who is not registered to vote shall include
with his ballot a completed registration card with his balet; his applieation shall rot be
aceepied urless he shall present; at the time of his applieation; and provide proof of
residence as required by this subdivision. Applicants in person shall present, at the time of
application, proof of residence as required by section 201.061, subdivision 3. An
individual applying by mail shall present to the individual witnessing the marking of the
absentee ballots proof of residence as required by section 201.061, subdivision 3.

Subd. 2. An eligible voter may apply for an absentee ballot on election day if he
becomes a resident or patient on the day before election in a health care facility or
hospital located in the municipality 10 which he applies: The voter may request and if he
requests an absentee ballot application directly from the judges engaged in delivering
ballots pursuant to section 207.31 or by telephone te from the municipal clerk not later
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than 5 p.m. on the day before election day, An application shall be delivered to any such
voter by the judges designated to deliver ballots pursuant te section 207.31.

Subd. 3. Any person who shall witfolly meke or sipn any false certifieates speeified
herein: any person whe shall wilfully make any false of unirue stalement i any
ballot marked by him: any persen who shall in any way wilfully de any aet eontrary i@
the terms and provisions of this chapter with intent to east an dlegal veote in eny preeinet
of to aig another in so doing shall be guilty of a felony. H the person applying for a bellot
resides in e politienl subdivision which does not aceept registration other than on election
shall send o registration eard nnd instructions for completing the registration eard along
with the ballets and envelopes: Upon receipt of an application for ballots submitted by
mail, the county auditor or municipal clerk receiving the application shall determine
whether the applicant is a registered voter. If the applicant is not registered to vote, the
auditor or clerk shall include a registration card, proof of residence certificate, and
instructions for completing them. among the election materials mailed to the applicant.

Subd. 4. For the purposes of this chapter, “municipal clerk™ shait mean means the
full time clerk designated pursuant to this section.

Sec. 14, Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 207.04, is amended to read:

207.04 SUPPLIES OF BALLOTS AND APPLICATIONS. Subdivision 1.
BALLOTS. The several officers charged by law with the preparation, printing, and
distribution of ballots shall, at least 15 days before any election, print and deliver to the
county auditor and to the municipal clerk a sufficient number of the ballots printed under
their supervision, respectively, to enable the auditor and the municipal clerk to comply
with the provisions of this chapter. It shall be the duty of the county auditor and the
municipal clerk to prepare and print the ballots prepared under his direction at least 15
days before such election.

Subd. 2. APPLICATIONS. The county auditor or the municipal clerk shall prepare

the application to any voter who requests one.

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes, 1977 Supplémcnt, Section 207,05, Subdivision 1, is
amended to read:

207.05 APPLICATIONS FILED WITH AUDITOR OR MUNICIPAL CLERK;
DELIVERY OF BALLOT. Subdivision i. APPLICATION, DELIVERY. If any
application is made either in person or by mail more than 30 days before election, the
auditor or the municipal clerk shall file the same and forthwith on the delivery to him of
applicant without charge, at the address specified in the application ene each of the
several ballots the applieant is entitled to vote upen at the next eleetion; alse the envelope
hereinafter speeified. If the application is made within 30 days of the election, he shall
forthwith upon receipt of sweh the application or as soon thereafter. as ballots are
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available, mail; of deliver the ballots and other materials required by chapter 207 to the
epplieant; without charge; if he apply therefor to any voter who applies by mail, or deliver
the ballots and materials to any voter who applies in person; in the manner provided in
seetion 207:03; onre each of the several ballots the applieant i5 entitled to vote vpon at the
next election: alse the envelopes hereinafter speeified in his office. The provisions of this
subdivision shall not be construed to require mailing of absentee ballots to applicants to
whom delivery by election judges is required pursuant to section 207.31,

Sec. 16. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 207.06, is amended to read: -

207.06 FEES. The expense of sueh: any extra clerical assistance as may be required
for the performance by the auditor or by the municipal clerk of the duties imposed by this
chapter; the eost of furnishing and printing the application blanks, speeified in seetion
207631 the eest of furnishing end printing the envelopes and voters™ certificates herein
speefied; the eost of postage both in for forwarding and fer the return of returning the
ballots as herein speeified; and in delivering endorsed applications to the judges of the
several precincts in his the county or i his municipalily the apphieations efier the same
have been endorsed by him as herein speesfred, shall be paid by the county or by the
municipality,

Sec. 17. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 207.08, is amended to read:

207.08 RETURN AND BALLOT ENVELOPES, DIRECTIONS TO VOTERS.
Subdivision 1. The county auditor of eael of the severs! eounties or the municipal clerk ef
eaeh of the several munieipetities shall mail or deliver 1o the applicant with the baliots
twe eavelopes a return envelope, a ballot envelope and = a copy of the directions to voters
= as orescnbed by this section. Gﬁe emfelepe shel be k—newn #s The * return envelope =

ballot envelope ‘— herem deseribed and a voler registration card folded along its
perfqrations.%efeshaﬂbepﬁ&tedefwﬁﬁeﬂ&emsﬂeele&h&ndeﬁdeﬁfhiseﬁve{ep&,
by the auditor of by the municipal elerk; before delivery thercof to the applieant the
werds:

“Return Envelope

Postmaster to deliver on Election Day"

The auditor or the municipal elerk shall also eause this “Retura Envelope” to be
addressed te the “Judges of Eleetior” in the preeinet in which the applieant is entitled to
vote: Sueh address shall be in substantial eonformity to one of the iustrations herein set
forth and as the fnects may require:

“Fo the Judges of Eleetion:

Seventh Precinet; Third Ward;

City of Minneapelis;

Changes or additions indicated by undedine deletions by strikeeut



Ch. 714 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1978 693

Hennepin County;

“Feo the Judges of Eleetion; Resedale Town,

{Here insert name of post-office nearest veting plaee)

“TFeo the Judges of Election; City of Excelsion;

I the suditor does not know of eapnot ascertgin the preeinet in which the
appheant s entitled to vote he shall eause the Return Envelope to be addressed to the
elerk of the munieipality in which the appheant is entitled to vote: Sueh address shall be
i substantial conformity to efie of the Hlustrations herein set forth and as the faets may
Feqires

“Fo the Fown Cledk of the Fowa of Fisher

For the Judges of Election of the Precinet

in whieh Box 32; Reute 3; Fisher; Minnesota 1§

sttuated:

Fown Hall; Fown of Fisher;

“To the Fown Clerk of the Town of White

Eeor the Judges of Eleetion of the Preeinet

in which Route 3; Anrora; Minnesota is stiuated:

City of Aurera

The auditor may vary any suech form for addressing “Return Envelope” as the faets
mey require; but shall adept sueh form of address as will best insure the prompt delivery
of sueh envelope and contents to the judges on clection day: I the Return Envelope 15
addressed to the elerk of & munieipality # shall eontain e neotation i beld faee type
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rending substantially a3 follows:

“Clere of

(Here insert name of munieipality)

 Deliver this envelope 10 the eorrect Eleetion Preeisiet immediately upon reeeipt
thereof:” The county auditor or the munieipal clerk shall aise effix to this “return
envelope” United States postage stamps suffieient in amount to pay the required United
herein preseribed have been enclosed therein: H necessary to assure delivery to the judges
of election in the pelling pleee by the pesimaster, the county auditer or the munieipal
elerk shall affix to this “Return Envelope” United Btates posiage stemps neeessary for

There shall be printed on the back of this “Return Envelope” e ecertifiente which

she}}bewbs{-a-ﬂ*m-ﬂ-ymi-hefﬁ}lemaagfem

County of ——— ¥
¥+ 55

State of —m—m———————— >

1 do swear that I am e eitizen of the United States; thet I am an eligible voter; that
1 am an aetual resident of the election precinet indieated by my address in my
apphication: that I de net intend to abanden my residenee in said precinet prer to such
date: that at satd time | will be & qualified voter in said preeinet

.

hereby certify that the affiant exhibited the enclosed ballots to me unmarked; that he thea
in my presence afd in the presence of no other person; and in such manner that 1 could
not see his voie; marked sueh balots and enclosed and sealed the same in the balet
envelope: of that he was physically ineapecitated from marking his ballets and that at his
request I marked the ballets for him; that the affient wes not solieited or advised by me
for or against afty eandidate or measure;

EAttesting Witness)
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{Otficial Fitle or address where witness is registered veier or address of residence
from whieh the witness voted if he resides where there wes re permancent registration)

(Here write name of office or officinl character of attesting witness; such av notary
publie; postmuasier; ete: or that the withess is an eligible voter in the ebsentee’s county:

The return envelope shall be se made as designed to open on the left hand end and
the, A certificate above set forth of eligibility to vote by absentee ballots shall be printed
on the right hand three-fourths of the back of the envelope. The certificate shall contain a

bv a notary public, United States postmaster, assistant postmaster, postal supervisor, clerk
of a postal service contract station or other individual autherized to administer paths that
(a) the ballots were displayed to him unmarked; (b) the voter marked the ballots in his

registered, that the voter has provided proof of residence as required by section 201.061,
subdivision 3.

The following * The county auditor or municipal clerk shall print directions te
Meters” for casting an absentee ballot shall be printed and furnished furnish a copy of the
directions to cach voter at the time sueh the ballots are mailed or delivered in persen. The
directions may include instructions for registering to vate.

“DIRECTIONS FO VOTERS”

“4) Leeate a MNetary Publie; United States Postmaster; Assistant United States
pestmester; postal supervisor; cletk in charpe of contraet postal station; of any officer
having authority to administer an eath or take an acknowledgment of an eligible voter in
your eotnty; whe has voted in the last four years:

€2) Exhibit the ballots to be voied on to such person unmarked:

£3) In his presenee mark the ballets in such & manner that he eannot see your vote:
I you ave physieally incapacitated; you may ask him to mark your ballet for you:

{4 Fold each ballot separately se that your eross merks eannot be seen without
unfolding; but se thet Isesimile sigReture of officer (seeretary of state; ecounty audier; or
municipal elerk) on baek of ballot can be seen without unfolding ballot: De not put your

(5) Enelose all the ballots in the “Ballot Envelope® and seal the envelope:

(6) Sign your name on back of the :Return Envelope: The person toking your
seknowledgment must sign his neme a9 aitesting witness; and; if ke is an offieinl; indiente
his effiein] title; insert proper date; and offix his offieinl seal of; in the ease of posial
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When the person teking your aekrowledgement i an eligible voter of your eounty he
must state the faet below his signature: Insert the -Bullot Envelope’ in the *Return

O Deposit the ‘Return Envelope’ in the mai in the presenee of the attesting
witness of have him de # for you:

@mmwuwmmawmmmmmm
the county atditor of from the municipal elerle However; they must be marked and
mailed so that they ean be delivered by the post office to the judges of eleetion at your

Subd. 2. When absentee ballots are mailed Lo the absent voter, the county auditor
or municipal clerk shall provide for the return of the ballots to judges in the precinct in
which the voter is eligible to vote by gne of the following methods:

vote and defivery by that clerk (o the judges;
(c) by mail directly to the judges of election; or

(d) any other methed authorized by rules adopted by the secretary of state.

absentee ballots are delivered by election judges pursuant to section 207.31, the ballots
shall be returned in person (o the municipal clerk by the judges who delivered them and

The secretary of state shall adopt rules establishing the procedures 1o be used for
each method of returning ballots permitted by clauses {a) 1o (c), including procedures
necessary 1o assure accurate and timely delivery of ballots by the United States postal
service, and may authorize additional methods and procedures of return.

Sec. 18. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Chapter 207, is amended by adding a section to
read: .

207.085 FORM AND CONTENT OF REQUIRED MATERIALS; RULES OF
SECRETARY OF STATE. The secretary of state shall adopt rules establishing the form,
content, and type size and style for the printing of applications for absentee ballots, return
envelopes, certificates of eligibility to vote by absentee ballot, ballot envelopes and
directions for casting an absentee ballot. Any official charped with the duty of printing

Sec. 19. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 207.09, is amended to read:
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207,08 ENDORSEMENT OF APPLICATION; RECEIPT AND DELIVERY OF
BALLOTS, Subdivision 1. ENDORSEMENT OF APPLICATION. When the county
auditor or the municipal clerk en mating or delivering mails or delivers ballots to an
applicant ballets as hercinbefore speeified; he shall date and sign or eause to be signed by
his deputy, and date the eertifieate printed on the application for ballots and shell
authenticate sueh ecertifieate his signature with his official seal. All applications shall be
preserved by the auditor or the municipal clerk and arranged by him according to
precincts and the initial letter of the surname of the applicant.

Subd. 2. DELIVERY BY AUDITOR AND TOWN AND CITY CLERKS. At the
dme On the day before election day the county auditor delivers the state and eounty
ballots shall deliver to the town and city clerks within his county; he shall also deliver to
the respeetive town and eity elerks the applications theretofore received by him and
endorsed by him. Sueh The town and city clerks shall in turn deliver said those endorsed
applications se endessed together with the applications filed with their respective offices
to the respective judges of the several precincts.

Sec. 20. Minnesota Statutes, 1977 Supplement, Section 207.10, is amended to read:

207.10 VOTER TO MAIL BALLOT. Any qualified voter of -any precinct of this
state to whom ballots have been mailed or delivered by the county auditor or by the
municipal clerk, may mark and mail the those ballots se delivered te him at any place; the
same to be marked and meded in the manner specified in the directions te voters; set
forth in seetion 207-08; and before an attesung winess belonging to ene of the elasses
speeifted in the directions te voters for casting an absentee ballot. Ballets delivered te
qualified voters pursuant to seetion 20731 may be returned in persen to the municipal
those ballots to the judges of the appropriate precinets cither by meil of il persom: A voter

section 207.08, subdivision 2.
Sec. 21, Minnesota Statutes, 1977 Supplement, Section 207.11, is amended to read:

207.11 JUDGES TO RECEIVE AND COUNT BALLOTS. Subdivision .
RECEIPT OF RETURN ENVELOPES. The judges in the several preeinets each precinct
at any election shall receive all ballets return envelopes delivered to them en eleetion day
by effieers or employees of the United States pest office department in due eourse of the
busimess of that department postal service or by the auditor or town or city clerk of the
provided that they are satisfied that the persen I8 & voter in sueh preeinet end entitled to
vote therein ot sueh election: provideds further, that the copditions precedent hereinafter
set forth: exist: Ballots so depesited shall be eounted: eanvassed and returned and shall be
given the same force and effeet as the votes of other duly qualified voters whe vete in
person.

Subd. 2. EXAMINATION OF RETURN ENVELOPES. Upen & “Retitp
Envelope™ betng delivered to The judges they shall epen the same examine the return
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envelopes and receive or reject absentee ballots in sueh & the manner as net to eut oF
mutilate the eontents or deface or damage the ecertifieate of the sipnatures thereto on the
eutside thereol: They shell compere the sigrature of the voter on the outside of the
“return envelope” with the signature on the “appheation for ballets” delivered to them a9
provided herein provided in this subdivision. One or more judges shall mark the ballot
envelope “Received” and place his or their initials or names below the word *“Received,”
if: :

(a) the judges o A majority of them the judges, shall be are satisfied that the
signature of the voter subseribed to on the “weter’s certificate ® printed on the return
envelope is the genuine signature of the persen individual who made the = application for
ballots;” and if Fhe signature of the voter the certificale has been properly authentieated
completed as prescribed in the & directions te voters™ set forth in this ehapter; the judges;
of one ef more of them shall write the word “Reeeived” on sueh “Ballot Envelope” and
under sueh word his or their aame of inttals: for casting an absentee ballot:

Subd: 3- (b) In municipalities where with a permanent voter registration is required
neo ballot envelope may be marked “Reecived” nor baliets neceepted unless system, the
voter whe has mailed the balots is registered and eligible 1o vote in the precinct or has
included a properly completed registration ferm card in the return envelope:

Subd: 4: The ballots shall not be so marked with the werd “Received” if it appenss
from the repistration file that sweh or, in municipalities with no permanent voter

(¢) The voter has not already voted at sueh that election, either in person or by
mail. If the voter who has mailed the ballots fails to eomply with the requirements of this
seetion of has previously voted af such eleetion; then sueh “ judges find that an absent

remove the ballot envelope from the return envelope, mark the ballot envelope = shall be
marked “Rejected” and plaeed, place it back in the * return envelope = and placed with
end returned return it Lo the county auditor with the unused ballots. Ne persen whe veted
by mail as herein provided shall be permitted to thereafter vote in person in the same
eleetion:

Subd. & 3. NOTATION ON REGISTRATION CARD OR ELECTION
REGISTER. If the * ballot envelope < is marked with the word “Received™, the judges in
eharge of the register shall make en approprinte notation on the register of voiers
indieating record the fact that the voter has voted by mail: on the voter registration card
or on the election register in precincts with no permanent voter registration. This shall be
done by placing the letters “V.M.” in the appropriate eoluma epposite the veter's name
space on the card oy register, No individual who has voted by mail shall thereafter be
permitted to vote in person at that election.

Subd. 6 4. PLACEMENT IN CONTAINER; OPENING AND COUNTING OF
BALLOTS. The Any = ballot envelope * marked “Received” shall be placed by the

ballol envelope may be opened after the last regular mait delivery by the United States

Changes or additions ipdicated by underline deletions by strikeout



Ch. 714 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1978 699

post office department postal service on the election day. The absentees batlot bex and
each “ballot eavelope” may then be opemed; ballots therein shall then be initialled;
counted and tabulated by the election judges in the same manner as ballots delivered by
themn to voters in person and shall be deposited in the appropriate ballot box. Ballots so

than one ballot of any kind enclosed in said the = ballot envelope, = then and in sueh ease
neither of sueh ballets of sueh ballot of that kind shall be counted but all sueh kinds
ballots of that kind shall be placed with the spoiled ballots and returned as s provided for
by law with reference to sueh spoiled ballots. Fhe judges shall write their initials on
absentee ballots in the same manner as i5 provided by law with reference to ballots
delivered by them te voters in pessen: No count results from any precinct shall be
disclosed by any election official or other individual until all count results are available,
nor shall the public media disclose any count results frem any precinct before the polls
are closed. '

Subd. 5. EXCEPTION FOR ABSENTEE BALLOT PRECINCTS. In
municipalities with an absentee ballot precinct the judges shall receive and process return
envelopes and ballot envelopes as provided in this section except that the ballot envelopes
marked “Received” shall be delivered in an absentee ballot container to the absentee

the summary statements of the returns for that precinct.

Sec. 22. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 207.30, Subdivision 2, is amended to
read:

Subd. 2. ESTABLISHMENT. Any ity o town eharged with the responsibiliy of
eleetions mey by ordinance of The governing body of sweh any municipality may by
ordinance establish an absentee ballot precinct.

Sec. 23. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Sectiion 207.30, Subdivision 3, is amended 10
read:

Subd. 3. COMPOSITION AND DUTIES. An absentee ballot precinct shall be &
consist of an election board set up by the designated eleetion eoffietal of & munieipality
whese duties shall be as follows:

) Receive all absentee ballots of the eleetorate of the municipality for any

tbY Cheek the registration of each absentee baltot:

(e} Determine the preeinet of ench absentee ballet voter ard report the results of
sueh election to each preeinet with sueh results to be tebulated with thet preethet

() Prepare o list for submission to each preeinet within the mumnieipality prior to
the elose of the election day for the preecinet officials to cheek apainst the veter
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registration file to aseertain if any absentee ballot voter voted by person:

e} Rejeet any absentee ballots of persens who had voted at a precinet making &
potation en the envelope of the absentee ballot 85 to the reasen for rejection:

B After the polls have closed in the municipality the beard shell eount the
absentee ballots by opening them and tabulating the vote of each absentee ballot veter in
& menmer which will indicate eseht vote of the absenice voter and designate that the vote
was reeeived by absentee balet by the city or town clerk. The board shall:

(a) Receive from each regular precinct all ballot envelopes marked “Received” by
the precinct judges;

judges.

Sec. 24. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 207.30, Subdivision 4, is amended to
read:

Subd. 4. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS. The election offieial of each
municipality cily or lown clerk shall be eherged with the respensibility; after an ordinanee
has been adopted by the governing body of the munieipality; te appoint the number of
personts individuals he deems necessary to carry out the duties of the absentee ballot
precinct.

Sec. 25. Minnesota Statutes 1976, 207.30, Subdivision 5, is amended to read:

Subd. 5. COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS. The eclection official of eaeh
munieipality city or town clerk shall pay a reasonable compensation to each member of
the absentee ballot precinct for his services rendered during each election.

Sec. 26. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 207.30, Subdivision 6, is amended 1o
read:

Subd. 6. APPLICABLE LAWS, Except as otherwise provided by this section, all of
the Jaws applicable to absentee ballots and absentee voters as well as any other applieable
and all gther provisions of law as contaired within the election laws of this state and
specifieally this ehapter; shall apply to the ballots handled by the an absentee ballot
precinct, H is intended by this section thet an absentee ballot precinet may be established
and that the provisions of this section are to be supplementary to the eleetion laws of the
state:

Sec. 27. Minnesota Statutes, 1977 Supplement, Section 207.31, is amended to read:
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207.31 HOSPITAL PATIENTS AND HEALTH CARE FACILITY RESIDENTS.
Each municipal clerk shall designate election judges to deliver absentee ballots to any
eligible voter who has applied for an absentee ballot as provided in section 207.03 and
who is a resident or patient in a health care facility or hospital located in the municipality
to which the application has been submitted. The ballots shall be delivered to any such
voter by two election judges, each of whom is affiliated with a different political party.
When the judges are engaged in delivering or relurning ballots as provided in this section,
they shall travel together in the same vehicle. Both judges shall be present when an
applicant completes his voter’s certificate and casts his absentee ballot, and may assist an
applicant to mark his ballot in the manner provided in section 204A.34. The judges shall
deposit the return envelopes containing the voted absentee ballots in a sealed container
and deliver them 1o the clerk on the same day that they are delivered and cast. Exeept as
provided in subdivisien 2. The judges shall deliver the absentee ballots to the applicant
during the ten days preceding an election except that ballots may be delivered on election
day 1o any voter who has applied for ballots pursuant to section 207.03, subdivision 2.

Sec. 28. FORMER PROVISIONS STILL IN EFFECT UNTIL ADOPTION OF
RULES. County auditors and municipal clerks shall continue to prini any forms or other
items heretofore required by Minnesota Stawtes, Chapter 207, in accordance with the
description of the form or items heretofore provided in that chapter and shall provide for
return of absentee ballots to the judges in the precincts as heretofore provided by law

section 207.08, subdivision 2, respectively,

Sec. 29. TEMPORARY RULES. The secretary of state may adopt temporary rules
as provided in section 15.0412, subdivision 3, solely for the purpose of establishing the
form for the certificate required by section 17 of this aclL.

Sec. 30. REVISOR’S INSTRUCTION. In the next edition of Minnesota Statutes,

or “secretary™, and

(b) delete all capital letters and quotation marks appearing inn connection with the
terms “Return Envélope,” “Ballot Envelope,” “Directions to Voters,” “Application for
Ballots™ and variations of those terms, wherever they appear in Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 207, including headnotes, as necessary 1o conform o the usage of those terms in
this act.

Sec. 31. REPEALER. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Sections 204A.17, Subdivision 2,
207.101, 207.12, 207.13 and 207.30, Subdivision 1, are repealed.

enactment.

Approved March 28, 1978.
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