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Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 463.16, is amended to read: 

463.16 REPAIR OR REMOVE HAZARDOUS PROPERTY CONDITION. 
The governing bodyof any city or town municipality may order the owner of any 

hazardous building or property within the municipality to correct or remove the 
hazardous condition of the building or property or to raze or remove the building. 

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 463.161, is amended to read: 

463.161 ABATEMENT. 
In the manner prescribed in section 463.21 the governing body of any city or town 

municipality may cor1'ect or remove the hazardous condition of any hazardous building 
or property; the cost of which shall be charged against the real estate as provided in 
section 463.21 except the governing body may provide that the cost so assessed may 
be paid in not to exceed five equal annual installments with interest therein, at eight 
percent per annum. 

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 463.25, is amended to read: 

463.25 HAZARDOUS EXCAVATIONSL 
If in any city municipality, an excavation for building purposes is left open for 

more than six months without proceeding with the erection of a building thereon, 
whether or not completed, or if any excavation or basement is not filled to grade or 
otherwise protected after a building is destroyed, demolished or removed, the 
governing body may order such excavation to be filled or protected or in the alternative 
that erection of a building begin forthwith if the excavation is for building purposes. 
The order shall be served upon the owner or the owner’s agent in the manner provided 
by section 463.17. If the owner of the land fails to comply with the order within‘ 15 
days after the order is served, the governing body shall cause the excavation to be filled 
to grade or protected and the cost shall be charged against the real estate as provided 
in» section 463.21.

A 

See. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
SLti3ns 1 to _6_ are th_e dfl following E131 enactment. 
Presented to the governor March 30, 2004 

Signed by the governor April 2, 2004, 12:57 p.m. 

CHAPTER 148—H.F.No. 2878 
An act relating to state observances; designating Dr. Norman E. Borlaug World Food Prize 

Day; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 10. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
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Section 1.. [1059] DR. NORMAN E. BORLAUG WORLD FOOD PRIZE 
DAY. 

October 16 is designated as Dr. Norman E. Borlaug World Food Prize Day, in 
honor of the ‘magic cont1'ibuti;1is—t<) hunianity“of Nobel Peace Prize laureaT—D_r—. 
Norman_Efi3orlaug, whose work i; agriculturehas resulted in saving millions_oT 
human 1iv_es by averting famine andalleviating hung—er and malnutrition. The govern§ 
gag t;a£—¢=:_-fl action ne'cessary_'E> promote and encogage the observance of 
Norman Borlaug World Food ITn'ze Day flfpublic schools—n1ay offer instrfition 
and programs on the occasion. 

Presented to the governor March 30, 2004 
Signed by the governor April 2, 2004, 1:00 p.m. 

CHAPTER 149—S.F.N0. 40 
An act relating to civil actio_ns; grafliti; allowing the recovery of damages for grafliti; 

proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 617. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. [617.90] GRAFFITI DAMAGE ACTION. 
Subdivision 1. DEFINITION. For purposes of this section “graffiti” means 

unauthorized markTngs of paint, dye, $ther similaifsubflsfimce that have been placed 
on real or personal proE=,%c_Ea_s_buErIgs, fences, transporaiticmgquipfrnent, or 
o‘ther—s_tn—ictures, or the unauthE;ed_ etching or scratching of the surfaces of such real 
or personal propeftyjny of which markings,—scratchings, cIr_et_c_hings are fi‘sii?r£6E 
fiemises open to the 

_ — ‘- 
Subd. 2.’ CAUSE OF ACTION. An action for damage to property caused by 

graffitfia_yEe brought by the owner of fiflic or pri—vate propertyon which graffiti hfi 
been p1aced.—Damages—may‘ be reco7ered for—three times the c$t of restoring HE 
fierty, or the court m—eTy—or—d_er a defends}? tdqpderfmtlie-vEc 6? restoring TE 
property. liun_ia_ges maygrecovered from an individual wh—o_placed graffiti on pubfi 
or private real or @331 property or f1‘()I~'1’_1 the parentTa minor indivichial. The 
Eibiiity orE{e'§zB-en: is limited to the_amount_specified in_section 540.18. The c6'£r‘t E awai_'d—fiorney fees E _c_os—t_s—i—a prevailing plaintiTf. 1 

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICATION. - 

Section I effective August ll 2003, El applies t_o causes 9: action arising _on 
or after that date. 
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