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whether to terminate the plan. The commission shall issue findings on the investigation 
within 12-0 days. If thefcommissfii finds that thepbfi has failed to meE_t E requirements 
of this section an? is—inconsistent with the—1n1b—hcE3re—st:it_s_l1_21lIte'nFinFe the plan and 
r—fi%rder the Wig; to initiate anfly-prfiedings necessary fiarrect the fafi1r_e—o_ft_he 
pin, inc1ud_irTg but notlimited to,tTing a general rate proceeding undergction 216E.1—& 
The utility musme allowed at least 120 days after the date of the commission’s order to Et_ia7€IL_6fi%1W:I_1E_1>1F_0036d?g-_-‘~'_—-———T—_——_ 

Subd. 12. PLAN EVALUATION. A plan must include an evaluation process and 
mechanismfitt is reasonable and capab1e_o§1pporting a full r_€view of the utility ’s 135; 
formance mg the plan. The Eummission s_hall evaluate the—various c1TsT6r_ner and utility 
impacts of a plan based OIITIS evaluation pT55ess and me—<:l1anism, including the impact 
on custo—rHe—rbTsTml*§efvi_ce_ quality, over time, tlEimpact on utility revenue? and the 
_e_f_fectiveness3ft_h-{plan in meeting thcemposes oTthis secticif. The evaluation mEs-t‘ o—c: 
c_ur_ within a r5@alTt—ifie following th_e end pffifir —" —~ 

Subd. GENERAL EVALUATION. E commission shall evaluate the effec- 
tiveness o_f a_ll plans approved under section and submit findings t_o the legislature 
by January l, 2005. 

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE; EXPIRATION. 
Siti9_n_s_ 1 Ed _2_ am Q 1, 1997, $1 expire January 5 2006. 
Presented to the governor April 7, 1997 
Signed by the governor April 8, 1997, 10:28 am. 

CHAPTER 26——H.F.No. 447 
An act relating to insurance,‘ requiring health plan companies to provide direct access to ob- 

stetric and gyn ccologic services; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 62Q. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. [62Q.52] DIRECT ACCESS TO OBSTETRIC AND GYNECO- LOGIC SERVICES. 
@ Health plan companies shall allow female enrollees direct access to obstetricians 

and gynecologists _t:o_r t_h_e following services: 

g_1_)_ annual preventive health examinations, which shall include 3 gynecologic cf amination, and a_n3_/ subsequent obstetric or gynecologic visits determined t_o bemedica1- 
l_y necessary by th_e examining obstetrician E gynecologist, based upon Q13 findings o_f 
the examination; 

Q2 maternity care; gt Q evaluation _a_IE necessary treatment Q acute gynecologic conditions or emer- 
gencies. 
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(b) For purposes of this section, “direct access” means that a female enrollee may 
obtai1Tthe—obstetric andgynecologic services specified in pafigfaph (a) from obst?ri- 
cians arfi-gynecologgin the enro1lee’s network withoutareferral from—,_or—prT6r approv- 

g through, another physician, fie health p_1a_n company, E representatives. 

(c) Health plan companies shall not require higher copayments, coinsurance, deduc- 
tibles, or other enrollee cost—sharing 3;: direct access. 

by @emollee’s coverage, but coverage pf a preventivghealth examination f_or female 
enrollees must E exclude coverage o_f a gynecologic examination. 

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Section 1 effective January E 1998, gig applies t_o coverage issued E renewed 0_n 

or after that date. 

Presented to the governor April 7, 1997 

Signed by the govemor April 8, 1997, 10:30 a.m. 

(d) This section applies only to services described in paragraph (a) that are covered 

CHAPTER 27—H.F.No. 265 

An act relating to agriculture; clarifying the employment status of certain farm crisis assis- 
tance persomzel; amending Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 17.03, subdivision 9. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 17.03, subdivision 9, is amended to 

read: 

Subd. 9. FARM CRISIS ASSISTANCE FEES; LIABILITY. (a) The department 
may charge a fee for farm crisis assistance services it provides to persons outside of the 
department. 

(b) The state is not liable for the actions of p'ersons under contract with the depart- 
ment who provide farm crisis assistance services as part of their contractual duties. Per- 
sons who provide farm crisis assistance are not subject to liability for their actions that are 
within the scope of their contract. The immunity from liability in this subdivision is in 
addition to and not a limitation of immunity otherwise accorded to the state and its con- 
tractors under law. 

(c) Fees collected by the department under this subdivision must be deposited in the 
general fund.

‘ 

gd_) Persons under contract with th_e department to provide farm crisis assistance are E employees pf th_e state. 
Presented to the governor April 10, 1997 

Signed by the governor April 11, 1997, 9:50 a.m. 
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