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See. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Sections 1 and 2 E effective th_e dfl following final enactment. Section _3_ effec- 

QE E5 E 1997. 
Presented to the governor May 17, 1997 
Signed by the governor May 19, 1997, 7:11 p.m. 

CHAPTER 176——S.F.N0. 1328 

An act relating to renewable energy; providing for action by the public utilities commission on 
purchases of wind and biomass power; exempting certain plants from certificate of need proceed- 
ings; requiring a study; amendingMinnesata Statutes 1996, section 216B.2422, subdivision 5; pro- 
posing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 216B. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. [2.16B.1645] POWER PURCHASE CONTRACTS OR INVEST- 

MENTS. 
Upon the petition of a public utility, the public utilities commission shall approve or 

disapprove power purchase contracts or ir?estments entered into-or madcghe utilityE 
satisfy the wind and biomass mandates contained in sections 216B.2423 and 216B.2424. 
The expenses incurred in accordance with the contract and the reasonable investments 
ma_de by a public utility_ with the appro—\/71 -cfthe commFioT shall be included by the 
comm§si—on in its determifticfi of just and—r—eE5nable rates. UpTn;s—:=.'tition by a p_ubE5 
utility, the cdmrhnission shall appr_()—ve—oraT);)rove as modified a rate schedu1<a_pr_oviding 
for t_h§ a_uIomatic adjust1E o_f charge_§_t_o recoverT_h§ expense§g—rEosts approved by% 
commission. 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 216B.2422, subdivision 5, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 5. BIDDING; EXEMPTION FROM CERTIFICATE QE NEED PRO- 
CEEDING. Q A utility may select resources to meet its projected energy demand 
through a bidding process approved or established by the commission. A utility shall use 
the environmental cost estimates determined under subdivision 3 in evaluating bids sub- 
mitted in a process established under this subdivision. 

(b) A certificate of need proceeding is not required for an electric power generating 
plantmirhas been sefcgn a bidding pE)E6§s approvedor_established by the commis- 
m(TI‘—S1l_(;ITOTIIt;I_' selection_pr_ocess approved by the commission, to sati?y,—i3 whole or 
E1-[§r—t,—tFeTviE)()wer mandate of section 216B_.2E3 or the biomafi mandate-‘of secticm 
TIWTZEZL 

_ —— - 
Sec. 3. EVALUATION OF BIOMASS FACILITIES. 
j_'h_e commissioner g agriculture shall evaluate alternative financing mechanisms 

b_y which tlg cost o_f financing biomass energy projects c_an E reduced t_o improve fire 
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financial viability of such projects and produce savings f_or electric energy consumers '_ 
The analysis must include th_e extent tp which financial participation o_f publicfl 

privatfinstitutions can achieve interest savings E th_e incremental development o_f bio- 
mass energy projects. Financing options t2 b_e reviewed must include: 

Q E o_f th_e bonding capacity o_f existing public financing authorities; 
Q private financing options E biomass energy facilities; 
(_’_’Q establishment g a Ew development authority to facilitate public financial IE 

ticipation biomass energy projects; 

(4) issuance of tax exempt or taxable state general obligation bonds to produce inter- 
est savings gr development pf biomass energy facilities; grg 

(5_) production credit payments tor biomass energy production. 
. In conducting this analysis, the commissioner shall work with the commissioners of 

finance, public servfie, and trade_ahd economic developmenfaird w_ith stakeholders in- 
volved in farm—grown, fied—1o(>;)—l)iomass energy projects. ’I_‘l1—eariz-rlysis with recofi 
mendations r_n_us_t be submitted to the legislature b_y_ January 1_i 1998. 

~— 
Presented to the governor May 17, 1997 
Signed by the governor May 19, 1997, 7:12 p.m. 

CHAPTER 177-—-S.F.No. 122 
An act relating to human services; requiring notification of placement or adoption of a child to 

the other birth parent,‘ requiring background checks for adoption; requiring aflidavits for an emer- 
gency order requiring updates to adoption study; defining content of postplacement assessment and 
report; permitting court—ordered grandparent visitation with an adopted child; recognition of adop- 
tion which occurred in a foreign country; defining when adoption records shall become public re- 
cords; amending Minnesota Statutes 1996, sections 245A.04, subdivision 10; 257.022, subdivision 
2, arzd by addinga subdivision; 259.20, subdivision 2; 259.22, subdivisions2 and 4; 259.24, subdivi- 
sion 2a; 259. 41,' 259.47, subdivisions 3, 6, 7, 8, and 10; 259.53, subdivisions] and 2; 259.55, subdi- 
vision 1; 259.59, subdivision 1,' 259.61; 259.67, subdivision 7,‘ 259.79, subdivision 3; and 259.83, 
subdivision 3; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 259; repealing Minne- 
sota Statutes 1996, section 259.47, subdivision 9. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 245A.04, subdivision 10, is amended to 

read: 

Subd. 10. ADOPTION AGENCY; ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS. In addi- 
tion to the other requirements of this section, an individual, corporation, partnership, vol- 
untary association, other organization, or controlling individual applying for a license to 
place children for adoption must: 
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