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CHAPTER 401—H.F.No. 2478

An act relating to consumer protection; restricting the provision of immigration services; reg-
ulating notaries public; providing penalties; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes,
chapters 325E; and 359.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA!:

Section 1. [325E.031] IMMIGRATION SERVICES.

Subdivision 1. DEFINITIONS. (a) For the purpose of this section, the terms in this
subdivision have the meanings given.

(b) “Immigration matter” means any proceeding, filing, or action affecting the non-
immigrant, immigrant, or citizenship status of any person that arises under immigration
and naturalization Jaw, éxecutive order, or presidential proclamation of the United States
or any forelgn country, or that anses under action of the United States Irnmlgratlon and

partment of State.

(c) “Imumigration assistance service” means any advice, guidance, information, or
action provided or offered to customers or prospective customers relating to any 1m-
migration matter “and for which a fee is charged.

Subd. 2. NOTICE. (a) Any person who prov1des or offers immigration assistance
serv1ces m th1s state shall pc post a notice at that person ’s place of business, settmg forth

to provide immigration assistance services. Each Tanguage mustbe on a separate sign and
posted in a location visible to customers. Each sign must be at least 11 inches by 17 inches
and must contain the following statements:

(1) “I AM NOT AN ATTORNEY LICENSED TO PRACTICE LAW AND MAY
NOT GIVE LEGAL ADVICE OR ACCEPT FEES FOR LEGAL ADVICE”

(2) “I AM NOT ACCREDITED TO REPRESENT YOU BEFORE THE UNITED
STATES IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE AND - THE IM-
MIGRATION BOARD OF APPEALS.”

(b) Any person who advertises immigration assistance services in a language other
than English, whether by by radio, television, signs, pamphlets, newspapers, or other writ-
ten communication, with the exception of a single desk plaque, shall post o or otherwise

include with the advertisement a notice in English and the language in which the adver-
tisement appears that contains the language i in paragraph (a), clause ( ).

Subd 3. PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES Any person who prov1des or offers to pro-

( 1) give any legal advice concerning an immigration matter or perform an act consti-
tuting the practice of immigration law ag defined in Code of Federal Regulations, title 8,

section 0 1.1 @, §), (&), or (m);
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to, “notary public” or “immigration consultant,” that could cause a customer to believe
that the person possesses special professional skills or oris authorized to provide ‘advice on
an immigration matter;

(3) make any misrepresentation or false statement, directly or indirectly, to influ-
ence, persuade, or ot induce patronage;

(4) retain any compensation for service not performed; or

(5) refuge to return documents supplied by, prepared on behalf of, or paid for by the

customer upon the request of the customer even if subject t to a fee dispute.

Subd. 4, WRITTEN CONTRACT. Except as otherwise provided in this section,
before providing an immigration assistance service ¢ a person shall prov1de the customer
with a written contract that includes the following:

(1) an explanation of the services to be performed,

(2) identification of all compensation and costs to be charged to the customer for the
services to be peltormed, and

(3) a statement that documents submitted in support of an application for nonimmi-
granf, immigrant, or naturalization status may not be retained | by the person for n for any pur-
pose, mcludmg payment of compensatlon or costs.

copy of gh_e contract must be provxded to the customer upon the customer’s. executlon of
the contract. A customer has the right to to rescind a contract within 72 hours after signing
the contract, Any documents prepared on behalf of, or paid for by the customer, must be

returned upon demand of the customer. T T T -

This subdivision does not apply to a not~for—profit organization that provides ad-
vice or assistance in immigration matters to clients without charge beyond a reasonable
fee to reimburse the organization’s or clinic’s reasonable costs relating to prov1d1ng im-
mlgratlon services to that client,

Subd. 5. EXEMPTIONS. This section does not apply to:

orinany f01e1gn country when authorized by the Minnesota supreme e court, to the extent

the attorney renders immigration assistance service in the course of practicing as an attor-
ney;

migration '1s51stance service m the course of the assistant’s employment

(3) a not—for-profit organization recognized by the Board of Immigration Appeals
under Code of Federal Regulations, title 8, section 292.2(a), and e employees of those or-
gamzatlons accredlted unde1 Code of Federal Regulations, tltle 8, sectlon 292 2(d), and

and

(4) an organization employing or desiring to employ an alien or nonimmigrant alien,
where the organization, its employees or its agents pr ovide advice or assistance in im-
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migration matters to alien or nonimmigrant alien employees or potential employees with-
out compensation from the individuals to whom the advice or assistance is provided.

Subd. 6. PENALTY AND REMEDIES. A person who violates this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor. The penalties and remedies of section on 8.31 apply to violations of
this section, including a private cause of action.

Sec. 2. [359.062] NOTICE; LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH.

(a) A notary public who is not an attorney who advertlses the serv1ces ofa notary

FOR LEGAL ADVICE.” If the advertisement is by radio or television, the statement
may be modified but must include substantially the same message.

(b) A notary public who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.

Presented to the governor March 29, 1996
Signed by the governor April 2, 1996, 10:16 a.m.

CHAPTER 402—H.F.No. 2375

An act relating to local improvements; requiring a report to show the need and cost—effective-
ness of local improvements; prohibiting fees for preparing certain reports from being based primari-
ly on the estimated cost of improvement; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, section429.031, subdi-
vision 1.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 429.031, subdivision 1, is amended to
read:

Subdivision 1. PREPARATION OF PLANS, NOTICE OF HEARING. Before
the municipality awards a contract for an improvement or orders it made by day labor, or
before the municipality shall have the pewer to may assess any portion of the cost of an
improvement to be made under a cooperative agreement with the state or another politi-
cal subdivision for sharing the cost of making such the improvement, the council shall
hold a public hearing on the proposed improvement following two publications in the
newspaper of a notice stating the time and place of the hearing, the general nature of the
improvement, the estimated cost, and the area proposed to be assessed. The two publica-
tions shall must be a week apart, and the hearing shall must be at least three days after the
1ast second publication. Not less than 10 days before the hearing, notice thereof shall of
the hearing must also be mailed to the owner of each parcel within the area proposed to be
assessed, but failure to give mailed notice or any defects in the notice shall does not inval-
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