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(3) if the person rendering assistance is grossly negligent or engages in will-
ful misconduct; or

(4) to a discharge that occurs outside the response area or after the response.

(c) Nothing in this section relieves a responsible party from liability the
responsible party otherwise has for the initial discharge or threat of discharge
that necessitated the response.

(d) Nothing in this section relieves a responsible party from the following
duties:

(1) to take steps to prevent discharges under section 115E.02;

(2) to be prepared for discharges under section 115E.03, subdivision 1; or

(3) duties under section 115,061,

(e} A responsible party is liable for any response costs and damages that
another person is relieved of under paragraph (a).

Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE.

Presented to the governor May 23, 1995
Signed by the governor May 25, 1995, 8:46 a.m.

CHAPTER 241—S.F.No. 999

An act relating to state finance; adding certain human services obligations to the
requirement that state agencies promptly pay their bills; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
section 164.124, subdivision 8, and by adding a subdivision.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 16A.124, is amended by adding
a subdivision to read:

Subd. 4b. HEALTH CARE PAYMENTS. The commissioner of human ser-
vices must pay or deny a valid vendor obligation for health services under the
medical assistance, general assistance medical care, or MinnesotaCare program
within 30 days after receipt. A “valid vendor obligation” means a clean claim
submitted directly to the commissioner by an eligible health care provider for
health services provided to an eligible recipient. A “clean claim” means an origi-
nal paper or electronic claim with correct data elements, prepared in accordance
with the commissioner’s published specifications for claim preparation, that
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does not require an attachment or text information to pay or deny the claim.
Adjustment claims, claims with attachments and text information, and claims

been prepared in accordance with the commissioner’s published specifications,
must be adjudicated within 90 days after receipt.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 16A.124, subdivision 8, is
amended to read:

Subd. 8. APPLICABILITY. Subdivisions 1 to 7 apply to all agency pur-
chases, leases, rentals, and contracts for services, including construction and

remodeling contracts, except for:

(1) purchases from or contracts for service with a public utility as defined in
section 216B.02 or a telephone company as defined in section 237.01 that has on
file with the public utilities commission an approved practice regarding late fees;
and

(2) provider billings to and contracts with the commissioner of human ser-

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This act is effective July 1, 1996, and applies to all vendor obligations exist-
ing or arising on or after that date.

Presented to the governor May 23, 1995

Signed by the governor May 25, 1995, 8:47 a.m.

CHAPTER 242—H.F.No. 628

An act relating to the family; creating a presumption of refusal or neglect of parental
duties in certain termination of parental rights cases; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
section 260.221, subdivision 1.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 260.221, subdivision 1, is
amended to read:

Subdivision 1. VOLUNTARY AND INVOLUNTARY. The juvenile court
may upon petition, terminate all rights of a parent to a child in the following
cases:

(a) With the written consent of a parent who for good cause desires to ter-
minate parental rights; or
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