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(b) If a judge of district court fails to timely file an affidavit of candidacy 
and filing fee or petition in lieu of a fee, the official with whom the affidavits of 
candidacy are required to be filed shall notify the supreme court that the incum- 
bent judge is not seeking reelection. Within five days of receipt of the notice, the 
supreme court shall determine whether the judicial position is necessary for 
effective judicial administration o_r adeguate access Q pig courts and notify the 
official responsible for certifying the election results of its determination. Ip 
determining whether mp position i_s necessary Q adequate access 39 §l_1_e_ courts, 
mg supreme _C_Q_l._l_I‘_§ §_lQ_a_ll consider whether abolition Q‘ transfer o_f mg position 
would result i_n Q county having Q chambered judge. The supreme court may 
continue the position, may order the position abolished, or may transfer the 
position to a judicial district where the need for additional judgeships exists. If 
the position is abolished or transferred, the election may not be held. If the posi- 
tion is transferred, the court shall also notify the governor of the transfer. Upon 
transfer, the position is vacant and the governor shall fill it in the manner pro- 
vided by law. An order abolishing or transferring a position is effective the first 
Monday in the next January. 

Presented to the governor May 20, 1991 
Signed by the governor May 22, 1991, 5:47 p.m. 

CHAPTER 147——H.F.N0. 282 
An act relating to public utilities; exempting from prior rate regulation gas utilities that 

have 650 or fewer customers in any one municipality and a total of 2, 000 or fewer customers; 
amending Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 216B.16, by adding a subdivision. 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 216B.l6, is amended by adding 
a subdivision to read: 

Subd. Q, EXEMPTION. _A_ municipality E % yvjm th_e commission Q 
resolution o_f Q governing body requesting exemption from gig provisions 9_f 
t_l_1_i_§ section fig; Q public utility jg _i_s_ under Q franchise @ th_e municipality tp 
supply natural, manufactured, 95 mixed gQ_s_ a_11d fill serves fl 93 fewer gs; 
tomers i_n t_l_l_6_ municipality Qs l_(mg Qs_ LIE public utility serves n_o m_o1'Q ]._hi’l_ Q 
§)_t_a_l 91' 2,000 customers. [hp commission £1311 gfllt Qt; exemption §r_Q_nQ pip 
section fpg _t_I_‘l_§£ portion 91' Q public uti1ity’s business t_l_1Q3 i_s requested by gcp 
municipality it serves. However, th_e commission $111 reguire jg utility Q 
adopt tpg commission’s policies a_n<_1 procedures governing disconnection during 
_c_gl_d_ weather. T_hp utility shall annually submit Q copy o_f Q municipally 
approved rates tp t_h_§_ commission. 

E‘ Q municipality files with t;h_e commission Q resolution 9_f it_s governing 
body rescinding t_h_e request fpr_ exemption, th_e commission shall regulate E 
public utility’s business i_n that municipality under pip section. 
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Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Section _l_ i_s effective me $11 following final enactment. 
Presented to the governor May 20, 1991 
Signed. by the governor May 22, 1991, 5:50 p.m. 

CHAPTER l48—S.F.No. 187 

An act relating to health; authorizing competent persons to make advance declarations 
regarding mental health treatment; requiring certain notices to be given to the designated 
agency; changing the citation of the adult health care decisions act and using the term "living 
will”; amending Minnesota Statutes 1990, sections 145B.0I; 253B.03,‘ 253B.I8, subdivisions 
4b and 5; and 25313.19, subdivision 2. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 145B.0l, is amended to read: 

145B.0l CITATION. 
This chapter may be cited as the “adult health ease deeisiens ace Minnesota 

living v_v_i_ll gg.” 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 253B.03, is amended to read: 

253B.O3 RIGHTS OF PATIENTS. 
Subdivision 1. RESTRAINTS. A patient has the right to be free from 

restraints. Restraints shall not be applied to a patient unless the head of the 
treatment facility or a member of the medical staff determines that they are nec- 
essary for the safety of the patient or others. Restraints shall not be applied to 
patients with mental retardation except as permitted under section 245.825 and 
rules of the commissioner of human services. Consent must be obtained from 
the person or person’s guardian except for emergency procedures as permitted 
under rules of the commissioner adopted under section 245.825. Each use of a 
restraint and reason for it shall be made part of the clinical record of the patient 
under the signature of the head of the treatment facility. 

Subd. 2. CORRESPONDENCE. A patient has the right to correspond 
freely without censorship. The head of the treatment facility may restrict corre- 
spondence on determining that the medical welfare of the patient requires it. 

For patients in regional facilities, that determination may be reviewed by the 
commissioner. Any limitation imposed on the exercise of a patient’s correspon- 
dence‘ rights and the reason for it shall be made a part of the clinical record of 
the patient. Any communication which is not delivered to a patient shall be 
immediately returned to the sender. 
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