
Ch. 584 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1990 2208 

Signed by the governor May 3, 1990, 6:05 p.m. 

CHAPTER 585—S.F.N0. 2229 
An act relating to elections; clarifying language and changing procedures for voter 

registration, absentee voters, and polling place rosters; defining certain terms; changing 
certain time limits; providing for persons who are permanently ill or disabled to automatical- 
ly receive absentee ballot applications before each election; providing for certain services at 
state party conventions; requiring a report; changing filing requirements for town elections; 
exempting certain noncommercial signs from municipal regulation; amending Minnesota 
Statutes 1988, sections 200.02, by adding a subdivision; 201.022; 201.023; 201.054, subdivi- 
sion 1,‘ 201.061, subdivision 1; 201.071, subdivisions 3 and 4; 201.081; 201.091; 201.12, 
subdivision 2; 201.121, subdivisions 1 and 2; 201.171; 201.211; 201.22]; 201.27, subdivision 
1; 203B.04, by adding a subdivision; 203B.09; 203B.12, subdivisions 2 and 3; 204B.09, 
subdivision. 1; 204B.28, subdivision 2; 204B.45, subdivision 2; 204C.10; 204C.12, subdivision 
4; 204C.27; 367.03, subdivision 1; and 367.33, subdivision 4; Minnesota Statutes 1989 
Supplement, sections 202A.13; and 203B.13, subdivision 3a; proposing coding for new law in 
Minnesota Statutes, chapters 20] and 211B; repealing Minnesota Statutes 1988, sections 
201.061, subdivision 2; 201.071, subdivisions 5 and 6; and 201.091, subdivision 3. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 200.02, is amended by adding 

a subdivision to read: 

Subd. 21; STATEWIDE REGISTRATION SYSTEM. “Statewide registra- 
tion system” means ’th_e computerized central statewide voter registration system 
_z_1nc_l data mg developed gm maintained by the secretary 9_f §t_a_t_e_ pursuant t_o 
section 201.022. 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.022, is amended to read: 

201.022 GENT-IHJ: STATEWIDE REGISTRATION 
SYSTEM. 

Subdivision 1. ESTABLISHMENT. The secretary of state shall develop 
and implement a statewide eem-puteerizeel voter registration system to facilitate 
voter registration and to provide a central data base containing voter registra- 
tion information from around the state. The system must be accessible to the 
county auditor of each county in the state. The sysrern must satisfy the require- 
ments for e de-plieete reg-istrat-ien file: Gen-nt-y requirements fer a dupl-ieate 
registmfienfileemmetwhentheseeretafireffiatedeterminesthataeeunrfs 
voter registration reeerds have been eern-pletely eenverted to the st-atew-ide sys- 
rem: 
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Subd. 2. RULES. The secretary of state shall make permanent and emer- 
gency rules necessary to administer the system required in subdivision 1. The 
rules must at least: 

(1) provide for voters to submit their registration to any county auditor, the 
secretary of state, or the department of public safety; 

~~ 

~~~ 

~

~

~ 

(2) provide for the establishment and maintenance of a central data base for 
all voter registration information; 

(3) provide procedures for entering data into a eent-rel data base th_e state- 
iv_i_d_e r_esi;t.rat_i92 §x§t_em; 

(4) provide for interaction with the computerized driver’s license records of 
the department of public safety; 

(5) allow the offices of all county auditors and the secretary of state to add, 
modify, and delete information from the system to provide for accurate and 
up-to-date records; 

(6) allow the offices of all county auditors and the secretary of state's office 
to have access to the central data base statewide registration system for review 
and search capabilities;~

~ 
(7) provide security and protection of all information in the eentral data 

base statewide registration system and monitor the eerrt-ral data base to ensure 
that unauthorized entry is not allowed; ~~ 

~~ 

~ 

~~ 

~~

~ 

~~ 

~~

~ 

~~~

~ 

(8) provide a system for each county to identify the precinct to which a 
voter should be assigned for voting purposes; 

(9) prescribe a procedure for phasing in or converting existing computerized 
records to the statewide voter registration data base system; and 

(10) prescribe a procedure for the return of completed voter registration 
forms from the department of public safety to the secretary of state or the 
county auditon; g_n_d 

Q1) provide alternate procedures, effective until December _3_L 1990,Q 
updating voter records gt producing polling place rosters fpg counties. I_h_e 
secretagy _o_f_' state shall determine n_o later than June l_, 1990, whether these 
alternate procedures fl Q reguired. 

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.023, is amended to read: 
201.023 VOTER REGISTRATION ACCOUNT. 
The voter registration account is established as an account in the state 

treasury. Amounts received by the secretary of state to pay the cost of produc- 
ing lists of registered voters under section 201.091, subdivision 5, by the state- 
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wide eem-pater-ieeel registration system must be deposited in the state treasury 
and credited to the voter registration account. Money in the voter registration 
account is continually appropriated to the secretary of state to produce lists of 
registered voters under section 201.091, subdivision 5. 

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.054, subdivision 1, is amended 
to read: 

Subdivision 1. REGISTRATION. An individual may register to vote: 
(1) at any time before the 20th day preceding any election as provided in 

section 201.061, subdivision 1; in eeu-n-ties where preregirst-rat-ien -is alleweé; 

(2) on the day of an election as provided in section 201.061, subdivision 3;E 
(3) when submitting an absentee ballot, by enclosing a completed registra- 

tion card as provided in section 203B.04, subdivision 4-;; 

éfibysubmittingafegistretienearéreeervedinastateineemetaxibrmer 
beelelettet-heseeretafyefst-ate’sei§ee:er 

(é9byfillingeutthe¥eterregistratienpefiefad¥Pva£sheeneeeppHea+ien: 

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.061, subdivision 1, is amended 
to read: 

Subdivision 1. PRIOR TO ELECTION DAY. At any time except during 
the 20 days immediately preceding any election, an eligible voter or any individ- 
ual who will be an eligible voter at the time of the next election may register to 
vote in the precinct in which the voter maintains residence by completing a 
registration card and submitting it in person or by mail to the county auditor of 
that county;byeemplefingthe¥eterregistr&tienpartefadfiverlsHeeneeappH- 
eafiemerbysubmitfinginpersenerbymafleregisfiatieneerdreeervediaa 
state ineeme ta-3e form or beelelet or elsewhere to the secretary of state’s oflice. 
A registration that is received no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 21st day preceding 
any election shall be accepted. An improperly addressed or delivered registra- 
tion card shall be forwarded within two working days after receipt to the county 
auditor of the county where the voter maintains residence. 

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.071, subdivision 3, is amended 
to read: 

Subd. 3. DEFICIENT REGISTRATION. No registration is deficient if it 
contains the voter’s name, address, date of birth, prior registration if any and 
signature. The absence of a zip code number does not cause the registration to 
be deficient. The election judges shall request an individual to correct a registra- 
tion card if it is deficient or illegible or may request the name or number of the 
voter’s school district. No eligible voter may be prevented from voting unless 
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the voter’s registration card is deficient or the voter is duly and successfully 
challenged in accordance with sections 201.195 or 204C.12. 

A registration card accepted prior to August 1, 1983, is not deficient for lack 
of date of birth. The county or municipality may attempt to obtain the date of 
birth for a registration card accepted prior to August 1, 1983, by a request to the 
voter at any time except at the polling place. Failure by the voter to comply 
with this request does not make the easel registration deficient. 

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.071, subdivision 4, is amended 
to read: 

Subd. 4. CHANGE OF REGISTRATION. Any county auditor who receives 
a registration card indicating that an individual was previously registered in a 
different county in Minnesota shall notify the county auditor of that county 
electronically through _th_q statewide registration system in the manner prescribed 
by ip the _r_1;l_e_§ pfmg secretary of state. A county auditor receiving a registration 
card indicating that a voter was previously registered in a different precinct in 
the same county or receiving a notification as provided in this subdivision shall 
remove that individual’s duplieate veter registratien eard; if en-y; and the edgi- 
nai voter registration card from the files; and make any ether necessary ehanges 
in the voter registration reeerds. Any county auditor who receives a registration 
card or notification requiring a change of registration records under this subdivi- 
sion _as Q result o_f Q election dfl registration shall also check the dupl-ieate 
statewide registration eerd er fiie from the precinct of prier residence system to 
determine whether the individual voted in that m9_r_§ _t__li::1_n o_r1e precinct in the 
most recent election. 

See. 8. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.081, is amended to read: 
201.081 REGISTRATION FILES. 
The eriginai yo_tg_i_' registration ii-le Ed; and the duplicate statewide registra- 

tion file she}! be system a_r9_ the record of registered voters. The er-igi-na-1 and 
duplicate registration ii-les ggcg and the terminal providing access to the 
eentra-1 statewide registration system she-H pnyit be kept in the efliee under gig 
control of the county auditor or in the effiee of a public oflicial to whom the 
county auditor has delegated the responsibility ei‘ keeping either ii-le Q main- 
taining voter registration records. The fries she!-1 voter registration yd 
terminals providing access ;t_9_ glle statewide registration system _rp_uit not be 
removed E control pf fig county auditor except that the duplicate ft-le 
shaii be delivered as provided in seet-ion 2-9-1&2-1-, _t_l_1_i_s subdivision 3; te the duly 
authorized eleet-iefi $34388 -fer use on eieetien da-y. ll county auditor may make photographic copies pf voter rpgistration cards i_n Lip; manner provided py 
section 138.17. 

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.091, is amended to read: 
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201.091 REGISTERED VOTER LISTS; REPORTS; REGISTRATION 
PLACES. 

Subdivision 1.. MASTER LIST. -Each county auditor shall 
prepare and maintain a current list of the duplleate registration earels; registered 
voters i_n fie precinct _ip 1l_1_e county which list shall be i_s_ known as the preeinet 
master list. 1 master fig must l_)e created pyentering eec_h completed voter 
registration gege received py E. county auditor i_nt_g th_e statewide registration 
system. It shall mps_t show the name and, residence address, epc_1 gag o_f p_ir_t_h of 
each voter registered in the precinct. The telephone number shall be inelueleel 
en rhe list if provided by the voter: The information contained i_p _t_l§ master 
l_iet ;n_ay o_n_ly be made available t_o election oflicials §o_r_ pu_r_poses related _te 
election administration _t_c_> 13 ecgt administrator E jyy selection,E 
te public officials authorized t_o carry egg Q enforcement duties. 

Subd. 2. CORRECTED LIST. 911 gy February 15 of each year, the eeurrt-y 
eueliter secretagy pf _seat_e shall prepare and on request make available eurrent 
preeinet lists fer the eeunty the master E fie; fl county auditor. Eaeh 
preeinet list shall [lie records i_n the statewide registration system must be 
periodically corrected and updated by the county auditor. A final eerreeted 
preeinet An updated master list for each precinct s-lrall ;n_u_se be available -l-5 Q‘ 
absentee voting a_t le_a§; ;2_ days before each primary election. _ 

A eerreeted 
preelnetfistmaybeeitherinthetbrmefaeempleteeeaeetedbsteraseparate 
listefiadeh-ttens, 

“ 
aaeldelet~1ens' tethepreeeehg ' 

,+heaudrter' 

andtheseeretefiiefstatesbeflalseprewédetheinfermafienateefilnthefefin 
er‘ aeeessible eem-pater data: A E corrected master Lie’; gs; b_e available 
seven deye before eih election. 

&uditerwirhin%Oé&y9&ftera?fimafy9fidwith-in69—éaysefter:ageneral 

Subd. 4. PUBLIC AGGESS 5139 F-ILES INFORMA- 
TION LISTS. The -file shall be epen te. publie county 
auditor $1; make available fer inspection e public information E which must 
contain Q: name, address, Ed voting histogy o_f file registered y(ge_r i_n t_h_e 
county. 13 telephone number must lg included er; me lg g‘ provided _by 
tee voter. _'% public information li_st may glee include information pp voting 

ThepubHeel§eialha~=ingeusteéye£theveterregistratienfiles<x>_11my 
auditor may adopt reasonable rules governing access to the files l_i_s_t_. No individ- 
ual inspecting the <-in-plieate registration «file public information lis_t shall tamper 
with the eards er rhelrarra-ngernenr o_r E i_t i_n z_1_r_1y manner. No individual 
who inspects it registration file tfi public information _l_i_s_t or who 
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acquires a list of registered voters prepared from the file public information _l_i_s_t 

may use any information contained in the file or list for purposes unrelated to 
elections, political activities, or law enforcement. TE secretagy o_f @ gay 
Drovide copies o_f gig public information ligs apgl other information f‘r_or_r1_ _tp_e 
statewide registration system £9; _1_1§_e§ related ftp elections, political activities, Q 
l_aQ enforcement. » 

Before inspecting voter registration files t_he_ public information list or obtain- 
ing a list of voters or other information from the files li_st, the individual shall 
provide identification to the public olficial having custody of the registration 
files public information li_st §_Il_(i_ Qa_ll §tgt_e Q writing E _a_n1 information 
obtained _fpg_rn_ pipe Qt \_>v_i_l_l _n_o_t pg p§gc_l fpig purposes unrelated tp elections, 
political activities, 9_r Q enforcement. Reguests t_o examine Q obtain informa- 
pip_n_ fr_on; Qp public information li_st_§ Q §l_1_e statewide registration system _rn_u_s_t 
pg made app processed Q thp manner provided Q t_l1e_ r_ul_es pf th_e secreta1_'y pf 
state. 

Subd. 5. COPY OF LIST T0 REGISTERED VOTER. The county audi- 
tors and the secretary of state shall provide paper copies of the eurrent preelnet 
public information lists and may provide th_e lists in some other form to any 
voter registered in Minnesota within ten days of receiving a written request 
accompanied by payment of the cost of reproduction. The county auditors and 
the secretary of state shall make a copy of the list available for public inspection 
without cost. No _Ap individual who inspects or acquires a copy of a preeirlet 
public information list may _n_qt use any information contained in it for purposes 
unrelated to elections, political activities, or law enforcement. No list made 
available for public inspection or purchase may include the date of birth of a 
registered voter. 

Subd. 8. REGISTRATION PLACES. Each county auditor shall designate 
a number of public buildings in those political subdivisions of the county where 
preregistration of voters is allowed as provided in section 201.061, subdivision 
1, where eligible voters may register to vote. At least one public building she-1-l 
Q_t_§_t be designated for each 30,000 residents of the county. Every eity of the 
first; second-; and third elass and county seat shall ha=ve At least one telecom- 
munications device for the deaf _n_Q§t Q available for voter registration informa- 
tion Q e_a_pl_1 county _s_e_att E Q evegy 9_i_ty o_f t_lQ Er; second, gig ;l_1i_r_d 9_l_a_1is_. 

' An adequate supply of registration cards and instructions must be maintained 
at each designated location, and a designated individual must be available there 
to accept registration cards and transmit them to the county auditor. 

A person who, because of handicap, needs assistance in order to determine 
eligibility or to register shall _m_u_st be assisted by a designated individual. 
Assistance includes but is not limited to reading the registration form and 
instructions and filling out the registration form as directed by the eligible voter. 

Sec. 10. [20l'.096] SCHOOL ELECTIONS; USE OF VOTER REGISTRA- 
TION SYSTEM. 
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@ county auditor shall allow independent 9; special school districts t_oE E necessagy portions o_f tfi statewide registration system Q school district 
elections. lip; county auditor may impose reasonable requirements t_o preserve E security _aryc_i integrity o_f £15 system. _'1;l_1p county auditor £1 tli_e school 
district shall provide py agreement fg th_e_ details 9_f gap E o_f t;h_e system py the 
school district. I_l_1p school board _n_12_1y designate 3 member o_f'tl1_e board g Q 
employee pg registration ofiicer. & provisions o_f gig chapter _a_ng chapter 

relating t_o registration o_f voters apply t_o school district elections _ip which 
t_h§ statewide registration system is p_s_ec_1, 

Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.12, subdivision 2, is amended 
to read: 

Subd. 2. CHALLENGES. Upon return of the notice by the postal service, 
the county auditor or the auditor’s staff‘ shall personally ascertain the name and 
address of that individual. If the individual is no longer at the address recorded 
in the original statewide registration file system, the county auditor shall afix 
change the were registrant’s status 19 “challenged” to Q the dupl-i-eate statewide 
registration eard system. Any Q individual challenged in accordance with this 
subdivision shall comply with the provisions of section 204C.12, before being 
allowed to vote. If a second notice mailed at least 60 days after the return of the 
first notice. is also. returned by the postal service, the county auditor may remove 
the original and d-uplieate earés from the registration £1 @113 file gp_(_1 

changp E registrant’s status t_o “inactive” Q Qt; statewide registration system. 
Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.121, subdivision 1, is amended 

to read: 

Subdivision 1. ENTRY OF REGISTRATION INFORNIATION. Upon receiv- 
ing a Lter registration card properly completed and submitted in accordance 
with sections 201.061 and 201.071, the county auditor shall enter in the appro- 
priate registration files and in the een-teal statewide registration system the regis- 
tration card or the information contained on it. 

Upon receiving a completed registration card or form, the secretary of 
state may electronically transmit the information on the card or form to the 
appropriate county auditor as soon as possible for review by the county auditor 
before final entry into the eentra-1 statewide registration system. The secretary of 
state shall mail the registration card or form to the county auditor for placement 
in the appropriate files. 

See. 13. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.121, subdivision 2, is amended 
to read: 

Subd. 2. NOTICE OF REGISTRATION; CHALLENGES. The county 
auditor shall mail a notice indicating the individual’s name, address, precinct 
and polling place to each registered voter. The notice shall indicate that it must 
be returned if it is not deliverable to the voter at the named address. Upon 
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return of the notice by the postal service, the county auditor shall eili-x the word 
change t_h_e_ registrant’s status tp “challenged” to _i_n the V6156!’-’-S d-upl-ieate s»tLte; 
yvgig registration easel system. An individual challenged in accordance with this 
subdivision shall comply with the provisions of section 204C.12, before being 
allowed to vote. 

Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.171, is amended to read: 

201.171 POSTING VOTING HISTORY; FAILURE TO VOTE; REGIS- 
TRATION REMOVED. 

Within slag weeks gfgg _e_y§_i;y election, t_l_1_e county auditor _s_hg_ll p_Qs_t gig 
voting history fg every person 1h_o_ voted gr tfi election. Mg 113; c_lo_sg pf ’th_e 
calendar ygtg, flip secretary pf state gall determine if fly registrants pgE 
voted during @ preceding @ years £1 shall change th_e status 91‘ thgsg 
registrants t_o “inactive” Q t_h_e statewide registration system. '_I‘_l§ secretary 9_t_‘ 

§t_a’§ §_l’@_ll a_l§_o_ prepare g report Q tl1_e county auditor containing th_e names o_f all 
registrants whose status yap changed t_o “inactive.” 

After the elese ef eeeh ealendar year-; The county auditor shall remove the 
original and duplicate yo_tg“ registration cards 9&1 of any voter who has not 
l-ranted" teaseheeldist-uet"' eleet1en' wheret-heperrnenenwveterregrst-rat-ien'

' 

system is used whose name appears Q th_e report. Although not counted in an 
election, a late absentee ballot shal-1 m_u_s1_; be considered a vote for the purpose of 
continuing registration. 5Phe eeunty auditer shall else melee the appropriate 
ehanges in the data base of the eentral registratien system: 

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.211, is amended to read: 
201.211 COSTS. 
The office required to perform the functions and duties of this chapter shall 

bear the costs incurred. If these functions and duties are delegated to another 
office, that office shall bear the costs. I_l;c_a secretary _o_f state shall fly mg costs pf 
operating 3131 maintaining LIE statewide registration system. 1: secretary 9_f 
§_t_at_e §pgl_1 §ls_o E t_h_e costs o_f preparing polling phi rosters an_d master Iii 
from §l_1_e_ money appropriated Lg 1l_1_i_s_ pugpose. 

Sec. 16. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.221, is amended to read: 
201.221 RULES. 
Subdivision 1. ADOPTION OF RULES. To implement the provisions of 

this chapter, the secretary of state shall adopt rules consistent with federal and 
state election laws. 

Subd. 2. UNIFORM PROCEDURES FOR COUNTIES. The secretary of 
state shall assist local election officers by devising uniform forms and proce- 
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dures. The secretary of state shall provide uniform rules for eeunt-ies maintaining 
voter registration records on data preeessing systems so that the systems are 
eempafihlewdthaafiithemsystemefeleetreniedammaintehaneeandtheeem 
tra-l eem-puteri-zed voter statewide registration system. The secretary of state 
shall supervise the development and use of the statewide registration system to 
insure that it conforms to applicable laws and rules. 

Subd. 3. PROCEDURES FOR DUZPHGASFE FEE POLL- E PLACE ROSTERS. The secretary of state shall prescribe the form of the 
duplieateregfitmtbnfilesethataduplieateeafdeentaimspaeesferpolling 
place rosters _t_l_1g; include the voter’s name, address, telephone number Q35 pf 
b_i_r_t_h, school district number, and space Q th_e voter’s signature; and epeeep 
_T_ll_€_> polling place roster must pg used to indicate whether the voter has voted in 
a given election. The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures for transport- 
ing the duplieate regist-ra-t-ien files polling E; rosters to the election judges for 
use on election day. 

5Fheseeretaryefstateshallpreserihe&nalternate£ermeftheéupheate ..fi_}efOf 1.] like]. 1.11” 
seefien%9l:9¥hsubd¥visien§:¥heehem&tethflnsh&Hnetrequireaduplieate 

Gfanfigeeheeldistfietnumbefiandafwerdefthevetehistefiferthepraéeus 

daplieateregistreflenfibtebeusedeneleefienéayinthepelhngplaeeanéthe 

rnumhergendaspaeefertheveterstesignthefilewhentheyvete: The secretary 
of state shall prescribe the form for a county or municipality to request the day 
and men-th _c_l2_1_tp of birth from currently registered voters. The county or munici- 
pality shall not request the day and mehth g._t_p of birth from currently regis- 
tered voters by any communication other than the prescribed form and the form 
shall pit clearly indicate that a currently registered voter does not lose registra- 
tion status by failing to provide the day and month % of birth. The seeretary 
to the judges en eleet-ieh day: In accordance with section 204B.40, the county 
auditor and the elerle of any shall retain the prescribed el-upl-ieate 
registration -file polling place rosters used on the date of election for one year 
following the election. 

Subd. 4. COUNTY RULES. The county auditor of each county may adopt 
rules whieh Lat delegate to jt_l;;e_ secretagy o_f @ g municipal officials in that 
county the duties assigned to county auditors by this chapter. Delegation pf 
duties _t_p t_h_e secretary pf state requires tl1_e approval o_f @ secretary o_f state. 
Delegation to a municipal official requires the approval of the governing body of 
the municipality. Delegation by the county auditor of the duty to accept regis- 
trations does not relieve the county auditor of the duty to accept registrations. 
Whenamaniapaleflieialisdebgeteédutiesghentetheeeufityauditerhythis 

neeessary funels; equipment and establish a plaee ef registratien and 
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put the registration plan into epefat-ien without delay Eagh figgipg ag@i__ent 
must include _a_: plan 3; allocate th_e costs 91‘ gig duties t_q be delegated. 

Sec. 17. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 201.27, subdivision 1, is amended 
to read: 

Subdivision 1. INTENTIONAL VIOLATION. No officer, deputy, clerk, or 
other employee shall intentionally: 

(a-) (_1_) fail to perform or enforce any of the provisions of this chapter except 
the provisions ef subdivision 2; 

(la) (2) remove any _a registration card or record from its proper place in the ‘ 

registration files; in any a manner or for any _a_ purpose not authorized by law; 

(e) Q) destroy any _()_I_‘ make Q unauthorized change Q g record required to 
be kept by this chapter; or 

(d-) (31) add a name or names to the voter registration files, records, or cards, 
except as authorized by law. 

An individual who violates this subdivision is guilty of a felony. 
Sec. 18. Minnesota Statutes 1989 Supplement, section 202A.l3, is amended 

to read: 

202A. 13 COMMITTEES, CONVENTIONS. 
The rules of each major political party shall provide that for each congres- 

sional district and each county or legislative district a convention shall be held 
at least once every state general election year. Each major political party shall 
also provide for each congressional district and each county or legislative district 
an executive committee consisting of a chair and such other ofiicers as may be 
necessary. The party rules may provide for only one executive committee and 
one convention where any county and congressional district have the same 
territorial limits. 

A communicatively impaired delegate or alternate who needs interpreter 
services at a county, legislative district, or congressional district, o_r fie conven- 
tion shall so notify the executive committee of the major political party unit 
whose convention the delegate or alternate plans to attend. Written notice must 
be given by certified mail to the executive committee at least 30 days before the 
convention date. The major political party, not later than 14 days before the 
convention date, shall secure the services of one or more interpreters if available 
and shall assume responsibility for the cost of the services. The state central 
committee of the major political party shall determine the process for reimburs- 
ing interpreters. 

A visually impaired delegate or alternate to a county, legislative district, or 
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congressional district, g M_a@ convention may notify the executive committee of 
the major political party unit that the delegate or alternate requires convention 
materials in audio tape, Braille, or large print format. Upon receiving the 
request, the executive committee shall provide all official written convention 
materials as soon as they are available, so that the visually impaired individual 
may have them converted to audio tape, Braille, or large print format, prior to 
the convention. 

Sec. 19. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 203B.O4, is amended by adding 
a subdivision to read: 

Subd. 5. PERMANENT ILLNESS OR DISABILITY. Ah eligible Voter 
« who reasonably expects :9 Q permanently unable t_o gg t_g thg polling place 9_1__1 

election (_lgy because o_f illness g disability ggy apply t_o Q county auditor (_)_1_‘ 

municipal clerk under thig section t_o automatically receive gh absentee ballot 
application before ga_gh election ahd t_o have LIE status g g permanent absentee 
voter indicated _oh thg voter’s registration record. T_he secretary o_f state s_h_al_1 

adopt rules governing procedures under t_h__i§ subdivision. 

Sec. 20. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 203B.09, is amended to read: 
203B.O9 FORM AND CONTENT OF REQUIRED MATERIALS; RULES 

OF SECRETARY OF STATE. 
The secretary of state shall adopt rules establishing the form, content, and 

type size and style for the printing of blank applications for absentee ballots, 
absentee voter Iii, return envelopes, certificates of eligibility to vote by absen- 
tee ballot, ballot envelopes and directions for casting an absentee ballot. Any 
oflicial charged with the duty of printing any of these materials shall do so in 
accordance with these rules. 

Sec. 21. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 203B.l2, subdivision 2, is amended 
to read: 

Subd. 2. EXAMINATION OF RETURN ENVELOPES. Two or more 
election judges shall examine each return envelope and shall mark it accepted or 
rejected in the manner provided in this subdivision. The election judges shall 
mark the return envelope “Accepted” and initial or sign the return envelope 
below the word “Accepted” if the election judges or a majority of them are 
satisfied that: - 

(a) the voter’s signature on the return envelope is the genuine signature of 
the individual who made the application for ballots and the certificate has been 
completed as prescribed in the directions for casting an absentee ballot; 

(b) the voter is registered and eligible to vote in the precinct or has included 
a properly completed registration card in the return envelope; and 

(c) the voter has not already voted at that election, either in person or by 
absentee ballot. 
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The return envelope from accepted ballots shell must be preserved and 
returned to the county auditor with the votetsl 

If all or a majority of the election judges examining return envelopes find 
that an absent voter has failed to meet one of the requirements prescribed in 
clauses (a) to (c), they shall mark the return envelope “Rejected,” initial or sign 
it below the word “Rejected,” and return it to the county auditor with the 
unused ballets. 

Sec. 22. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 203B.12, subdivision 3, is amended 
to. read: 

Subd. 3. NOTATION ON DUPLIGA-TE R-EGIS'-I1RA—T—I9N GA-R-D GR 
F-I-LE POLLING PLACE ROSTER. If the return envelope is marked with the 
word “Accepted,” the election judges shall record the fact that the voter has 
voted by absentee ballot on the duplieate voter registration eatd or file polling 
p1_age roster. This shall mpg; be done by placing the letters “AB.” in the 
appropriate space on the eluplieate eard or tile roster. After a registration ears} or 
file record has been marked to record that an individual has voted by absentee 
ballot, the individual shall not be allowed to vote in person at that election. 

Sec. 23. Minnesota Statutes 1989 Supplement, section 203B.l3, subdivi- 
sion 3a, is amended to read: 

Subd. 3a. DUP-LIGA-'PE R-EG-I-S’-PR-AEPIQN F-I-LES ABSENTEE 
VOTER LIST. If the election judges of an absentee ballot board are authorized 
to receive, examine, validate, and count absentee ballots, the county auditor or 
municipal clerk shall remeve trem the duplicate registration files the ea-res 
prepare a_ l_i§t of all persons who have applied for absentee ballots at the election 
and deliver them Q to the election judges of the absentee ballot board along with 
the applications for absentee ballots. lhlhen e duplieate registration eerd has 
beenremeveétromthefileferthispurpeseitshaflbereplaeedwdthanotifieek 

them to Llie polling pggg rosters _rpp_st include _§_'l_ indicator Q a_ll persons Q 
Q15; absentee E _l_i§t_. I_h_e_ county auditor mg provide a_ supplemental E fig 
y_s_§ py gig election judges gfig _th_e polling rosters l_3_e_e_n_ prepared. E 
Q person pp th_e absentee voter E appears E me polling place, tl1_e election 
judges gall contact the election judges of the absentee ballot board if that voter 
shouldeppearattlaepofii-ngplseetorthepufpeseefvottnginperson. If 
contacted by the judges of the precinct, the election judges of the absentee ballot 
board shall examine the d-uplieate registration ease} of the voter absentee ygtpg 
Q; to determine if an absentee ballot has been cast. They shall notify the 
precinct election judges of their findings and, if the absentee ballot has not yet 
been cast, the voter shall be allowed to vote in person. The election judges of 
the absentee ballot board shall make a notation on the ela-plieate registration 
eafd absentee y9_’g:_r_ l_is_t that the voter has voted and no absentee ballot she-ll r_naJ 
be counted for that voter. 
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Sec. 24. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 204B.09, subdivision 1, is amended 
to read: . 

Subdivision 1. CANDIDATES IN STATE AND COUNTY GENERAL 
ELECTIONS. Except as otherwise provided by this subdivision, affidavits of 
candidacy and nominating petitions for county, state and federal ofiices filled at 
the state general election shall be filed not more than 70 days nor less than 56 
days before the state primary. I_h§ aflidavit fix; Q prepared gig signed a_t fly fig between Q gy_s before th_e fig period opens ad the last day of E filing 
period. Candidates for presidential electors may file petitions on or before the 
state primary day. Nominating petitions to fill vacancies in nominations shall 
be filed as provided in section 204B.13. No aflidavit or petition shall be accept- 
ed later than» 5:00 p.m. on the last day for filing. Aflidavits and petitions for 
ofiices to be voted on in only one county shall be filed with the county auditor of 
that county. Afiidavits and petitions for offices to be voted on in more than one 
county shall be filed with the secretary of state. ' 

Sec. 25. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 204B.28, subdivision 2, is amended 
to read: _ 

- 

. . 
~

' 

Subd. 2. ELECTION SUPPLIES; DUTIES OF COUNTY AUDITORS 
AND CLERKS. Except as otherwise provided for absentee ballots in section 
204B.35, subdivision 4, the county auditor shall complete the preparation of the 
election materials for which the auditor is responsible at least one week E" 
_(_l_§y_s before every state primary and state general election. At any time after all 
election materials are available from the— county auditorbut not later than one 
week Q Qy_s- before the election each municipal clerk shall secure from the 
county auditor: ~

‘ 

(a) The forms that are required for the conduct of the election; 

(b) Any printed voter instruction materials furnished by the secretary of 
state;

' 

(c) Any other instructions for election olficers; and 

(d) A suflicient quantity of the oflicial ballots, ballot boxes; registration files, 
envelopes for ballot returns, and other supplies and materials required foreach 
precinct in order to comply with the provisions of the Minnesota election law. 
The county auditor may furnish the election supplies to the municipal clerks in 
the_same manner as the supplies are furnished to precincts in unorganized 
territory pursuant to section 204B.29, subdivision 1. 

Sec. 26.. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 204B.45, subdivision 2, is amended 
to read: 

Subd. 2. PROCEDURE. ‘Notice of the election and the special mail proce- 
dure must be given at least six weeks prior to the election. No earlier than 20 
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days or later than -l-8 fl days prior to the election, the auditor shall mail ballots 
by nonforwardable mail to all voters registered in the town or unorganized 
territory. Eligible voters not registered at the time the ballots are mailed may 
apply for ballots as provided in chapter 203B. Ballot return envelopes, with 
return postage provided, must be preaddressed to the auditor or clerk and the 
voter may return the ballot by mail or in person to the office of the auditor or 
clerk. The costs of the mailing shall be paid by the election jurisdiction in which 
the voter resides. Any ballot received by 8:00 p.m. on the day of the election 
must be counted. 

Sec. 27. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 204C.l0, is amended to read: 

204C.10 PERMANENT REGISTRATION; 0F 
¥9'-PER €-ERLI"-IF-IGA-"PES; VERIFICATION OF REGISTRATION. 

-1-. An individual seeking to vote shall print: the 
name and address an e eerti-fieate s_ig_r_i 3 polling place roster which states that the 
individual is at least 18 years of age, a citizen of the United States, has resided 
in Minnesota for 20 days immediately preceding the election, certifies residence 
at the address shown, is not under guardianship of the person, has not been 
found by a court of law to be legally incompetent to vote or convicted of a 
felony without having civil rights restored, is registered and has not already 
voted in the election. like shall then sign the eertifieate:

~ 

Iftheeleet-ienjuelgeis 

eefiifiefieandmeerdthefaetefvetingenthebeekeftheéuplieaemgistraeien 
eerd: ¥heinitialedeertifieeteshallbehandedtetheveter;vHaeshalldeHverit 
tetheeleetienjudgeinehargeefballetsaspreefeftherighttevete: 

Subd=2—. Subdi~=isien+deesnetapplyte=vetinginee&ntiesermunieipali- 
In 

lieueftheeertifieaterequiredbysubdiwisien-henapplieantshaflsignthe 
duplieetemgistmfienfileinthespaeeprewédedneaettetheappheanfisnemein 
t-hefile= Inlieuef+hesignat&reeemparisenrequiredbysubdi~=isien47Ajudge 
may, before the applicant signs the duplieate registration file roster, request 
confirm the applicant’s name, address, and day and month _(_i_a_t_e of birth. After 
the applicant signs the registration file roster, the judge shall give the applicant a 
voter’s receipt. The voter shall deliver the voter’s receipt to the judge in charge 
of ballots as proof of the voter’s right to vote, and thereupon the judge shall 
hand to the voter the ballot. The judges shall destroy the voters’ receipts at the 
end of the day. 

Sec. 28. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 204C.12, subdivision 4, is amended 
to read: 
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Subd. 4. REFUSAL TO ANSWER QUESTIONS OR SIGN A ¥95IlER 
POLLING PLACE ROSTER. A challenged individual who refuses 

to answer questions or sign a veter eert-ifieate polling pl_age_ roster as required by 
this section shall ;_n_ps_t not be allowed to vote. No A challenged individual who 
leaves the polling place and returns later willing to answer questions or sign a 
voter eefiifieate she.-l-l polling pig roster _r_n_p§t n_ot be allowed to vote. In 
preeinetswitheutveterregistrafienthenanaeeftheinéwidaalsheflnetbe 
entered er allowed te remain en the eleetien register: 

Sec. 29. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 204C.27, is amended to read: 

204C.27 DELIVERY OF RETURNS TO COUNTY AUDITORS. 
‘One or more of the election judges in each precinct shall deliver two sets of 

summary statements; all unused and spoiled white, pink, canary, and gray bal- 
lots; and the envelopes containing the white, pink, canary, and gray ballots 
either directly to the municipal clerk for transmittal to the county auditor’s 
office or directly to the county auditor’s office as soon as possible after the vote 
counting is completed but no later than 24 hours after the end of the hours for 
voting. One or more election judges shall deliver the remaining set of summary 
statements and returns, all unused and spoiled municipal and school district 
ballots, the envelopes containing municipal and school district ballots, and all 
other things furnished by the municipal or school district clerk, to the municipal 
or school district clerk’s office within 24 hours after the end of the hours for 
voting. ll; municipal o_r school district <:l_erl_< E return all polling pl_a_c_e 
rosters g1_n_d completed voter registration _<_:a_r_gl_s tp fie county auditor within Q 
hours afitg the _§n_d 9f the hours Q voting. 

* Sec. 30. [2llB.045] NONCOMMERCIAL SIGNS EXEMPTION. 
I_n fly municipality mp Q ordinance E regulates ghp §_i_z_e gfi‘ noncom- 

mercial signs, notwithstanding t_h_e provisions o_f tha_t ordinance, a_ll noncommer- @ s_ign_s o_f fly §_i_z_e gy 3 posted f_1;o_n_1 August l ir_i Q E general election yl p1_1_tfl E _C_l_ay_s following Q9 E general election. 
See. 31. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 367.03, subdivision 1, is amended 

to read: 

Subdivision 1. OFFICERS, TERMS. Except -in towns operating under option 
A, there shall be elected in each town three supervisors as provided in this 
section. Where a_new town has been or may be organized and supervisors have 
been or may be elected for such town at a town meeting prior to the annual 
town election, such supervisors shall serve only until the next annual town 
election at which election three supervisors shall be elected, one for three years, 
one for two years, and one for one year, so that the term of one shall expire each 
year. The number of years for which each is elected shall be indicated on the 
ballot. When wv_o supervisors pg t_o lg elected E three-year terms under option 
A, _a_ candidate shall indicate pp Q affidavit o_f candidacy which o_f _t_h_e tyvp 
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offices th_e candidate _1'§ _fi_li_r;g :9; At all other annual town elections one supervi- 
sor shall be elected for three years to fill the place of the one whose term expires 
at that time. Except in towns operating under either option B or option D", or 
both, there shall be elected at the annual town election held in even-numbered 
years one town clerk, and at the annual town election held in odd-numbered 
years one town treasurer. The clerk and treasurer each shall serve for a term of 
two years and until their successors are elected and qualified. 

Sec. 32. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 367.33, subdivision 4, is amended 
to read: 

Subd. 4. TERMS. If the additional supervisors are elected at a special 
election, they shall serve only until the next annual town election, at which the 
additional members shall stand for election, one for a term of two years and one 
for a term of three years. 5Phe ea-ndidate receiving the highest number of votes 
shallbeeleetedferthelengerterntrr lcftheadditienelsupewisersareeleetedat 
anannualeleetiengenesheflseweferatermeftweyeersandtheetherfere 

being eleeted fer the longer term-. A candidate Q o_ne gt" t_l;e_ additional supervi- Q positions L11 specify i_n t_l_1§ affidavit pf candidacy gm th_e candidate is flpg 
fo_r either 1;l1_gv two-year 9_1_' _t_h_e_ three-year term. 

Sec. 33. REPORT TO LEGISLATURE. 
_”l_‘_l_1_§ secretary pf state shall evaluate th_e operation o_f section _1_2 gglg shall 

report _t__Q 111:; chairs 9_f Q9 general legislation committee ip ghg house o_f repre- 
sentatives and gig elections committee in mg senate l_3y Fcbrua1_*y _1_, 1992. 

Sec. 34. REPEALER. 
Minnesota Statutes 1988,. sections 201.061, subdivision ;; 201.071, subdivi- 

sions Q a_1]._q _6_; and 201.091, subdivision 3, ar_e repealed. 

Sec. 35. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
This ggt E effective ’th_e gi_ay following final enactment. 
Presented to the governor April 28, 1990 

Signed by the governor May 3, 1990, 5:40 pm. 

CHAPTER 586—S.F.No. 2609 
An act relating to the environment; providing for the management and cleanup of 

tax-forfeited lands; requiring a report by the pollution control agency; authorizing a levy by 
Lake county; authorizing a purchase of tax-forfeited land and lease of restricted land in St. 
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