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CHAPTER 536—S.F.No. 1903 
An act relating to health; providing programs and incentives for persons to volunteer as 

bone marrow donors; requiring the commissioner of health to educate residents about the 
need for volunteer bone marrow donors; requiring paid leave for employees to donate bone 
marrow; requiring a bone marrow donor drive to encourage state employees to volunteer as 
bone marrow donors; appropriating money,‘ proposing coding for new law in Minnesota 
Statutes, chapters I45 and 181. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. [l45.927] BONE MARROW DONOR EDUCATION. 
[hp commissioner o_f health shall educate residents o_i‘tl1_e state about: 

(_I_) _tll§ need Q bone marrow donors; 
(_2_) th_e procedures required t_o become registered g g_ potential bone marrow 

donor, including tl_i_e procedures Q determining t_lpg person’s tissue type; and 
Q) th_e medical procedures p donor must undergo Q donate bone marrow gg jtfi attendant risks pf _tl1_e procedure. 1 commissioner §h_a_ll make special efforts t_o educate pig recruit minority 

populations t_o'volunteer Q potential bone marrow donors. Means o_f communi- 
cation 1_n_ay include u_se o_f press, radio, a_nc1_ television, £1 placement o_f educa- 
tional materials i_n appropriate health its facilities, blood banks, Q51 state pig 
local _agencies. :l"_l_1g commissioner o_f health, i_n conjunction yyig Q13 commis- 
sioner o_f public safety, L111 make educational materials available it all places 
where drivers’ licenses Q issued g renewed. 

Sec. 2. [181.945] LEAVE FOR BONE MARROW DONATIONS. 
Subdivision _l_; DEFINITIONS. Q) §9_1_‘ tpg purposes pf @ section, gig 

following terms have _t_h§ meanings given ftp them Q Lis subdivision. 
(Q) “Employee” means _a person who performs services fpr hire §o_r_ an 

employer, £01 Q average o_f g9 93 more hours pg week, and includes a_H individ- 
uals employed a_t apy sii owned g operated py pp employer. Employee does 
pg; include a_r_1_ independent contractor. 

(9) “Employer” means p person _o_r entity thit employs 29 _o_r more employ- 
_ee_§ pt pt 1£a_s1 9_r_1_e s_i;g png includes pp individual, corporation, partners_l_1_i_p, 

association, nonprofit organization, group pf persons, state, county, town, c_ity, 
school district, g other governmental subdivision. 
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Subd. g_. LEAVE. & employer must grant @ leaves pf absence jtp pp 
employee _v\'l1_o seeks t_o undergo 3 medical procedure t_g donate marrow. 
LIE combined length 9_f t_l_1_g leaves gpgll _b_e determined py ‘tl1__e employee, pu_t 
may p_o_t exceed 39 work hours. unless agreed t_o_ py flip employer. '_l"_hp employer 
_rr_1ay require verification _by g physician pf _t_l_1g_ purpose apg length o_f fit; _l_epv_e 
reguested py 1;_h_e employee _t_9_ donate bone marrow. if there i_s a_ medical 
determination Q11 th_e employee t1_o<=._s n_ot qualify _a§ 3 bone marrow donor. tfi gig _l_eg._\@_ pf absence granted t_o tl1_e employee ppg t_o pig medical determina- 
tipp Q po_t forfeited. 

Subd.. ; NO EMPLOYER SANCTIONS. Q employer shall n_o‘t retaliate 
against _ap1_ employee Q requesting _g_1_‘ obtaining g leave o_f absence _i§ provided 
by this section. 

Subd. g_. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LEAVE. 1% section g@_s_ pg; 
prevent pp employer from providing leave @ bone marrow donations i_r_1_ addi- 
tigp 19 leave allowed under @ section. 11$ section gyeg g)_t_ 31% Q employ- 
§e_’s rights wfi_h respect tp pg employment benefit. 

Sec. 3. BONE MARROW DONOR DRIVE. 
I_l_19_ commissioner 9_f health $a_l1 conduct g Eo_n_e marrow donor drjyg 19 

encourage fie employees 19 volunteer 19 pe_ potential bone marrow donors. 
l‘_h_e drive shill include educational materials gpd presentations tpag explain jt_l_1_e 

peg _f9g pppg marrow donors, Q1 th_e procedures fig; becoming §gi_stered _2§ a_ 
potential bone marrow donor. _'[h_e commissioner _o_f employee relations shall 
provide assistance _a_s_ needed t_o organize agd conduct t_h§ drive. Lire bone 
_n_1arrow donor d_r_iye_ must pp completed bl June §_(_)_, 1991. 

Sec. 4. APPROPRIATIONS. 
Subdivision L BONE MARROW DONOR EDUCATION. $40,000 i_s 

appropriated from t_l1e_ general fund t_o pile commissioner pf health fpg t_l§ bone marrow donor education required Q section L '_I‘_h§ funds 2_1r_e_ available until 
June 3Q, 1991. 

Subd. ; BONE MARROW DONOR DRIVE. $15,000 is appropriated 
£r_<_)_rp tfi general fglpl t_o _t_hp commissioner pf employee relations t_o p_ay flip 
ggstg o_f typing tl1_e tissue gfi‘ t_l_1p §r§_t_ Q0 §t_a_t_<_: employees yv__h_o a_re recruited under 
flip _b;cp1_e marrow gpiyg i_n section Q t_o pp potential bone marrow donors.1 
funds age available until June ;g, 1991. 

Presented to the governor April 24, 1990 

Signed by the governor April 26, 1990, 9:30 pm. 
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