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Q) t_l§ defendant and child §_a_n View each other by video g television 
monitor from separate rooms. 

Approved March 19, 1986 

CHAPTER 362—H.F.N0. 2023 

An act relating to elections; changing certain procedures in absentee voting; increasing 
minimum number of election judges in certain precincts; changing certain oflicial ballots for 
judicial candidates; requiring vendor bonds for certain voting systems; requiring public notice 
and demonstration for new voting equipment; authorizing standard ballot format; limiting 
number of ballots at single counting centers; amending Minnesota Statutes 1984, sections 
2038.08, subdivisions Ia and 3a; 204B.22, by adding a subdivision; 20419.36, subdivision 4; 
204D.I4, subdivision 2; 206.56, by adding a subdivision; 206.57, by adding a subdivision; 
206.58, subdivision 1; 206.82, by adding a subdivision; 206.84, subdivision 3; and 206.85, 
subdivision 2. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 203B.O8, subdivision la, is 

amended to read: 

Subd. la. ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEM AUTHORIZED. An elec- 
tronic voting system approved and authorized for use under chapter 206 may be 
used for absentee voting when the voter applies in person to the municipal clerk 
for an absentee ballot and chooses to vote at the time of application. The 
municipal clerk designated under the provisions of section 203B.05 must give 
written notice to the county auditor prior to each state primary election that an 
electronic voting system will be used for absentee voting. The county auditor 
rgy provide thg Q electronic voting system approved fig authorized £9; use 
under chapter A)_6_ r_n_ay be used Q absentee voting when t_h_e voter applies i_n 
person _tp gig county auditor E an absentee ballot ad chooses to V_O11§ at th_e 
time of application. Paper ballots must be used when appl-ieat-ions i-‘er absentee 
ballots are submitted to the eeimt-y aueliter-; when ballots are delivered to tem- 
porary or permanent residents or patients in a health care facility as provided in 
section 203B.l 1, or when applications are submitted by mail. 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 203B.08, subdivision 3a, is amended 
to read: 

Subd. 3a. PROCEDURES FOR SAFEGUARDING ELECTRONICALLY 
MARKED BALLOTS. When the voter has completed marking the ballot as 
authorized under subdivision la, the voter shall remove the ballot card from the 
electronic voting device, insert it in a security envelope, and place the security 
envelope in an absentee ballot return envelope which is to be signed by the voter 
and witnessed as provided in section 203B.O7, subdivision 2. The return enve- 
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lope in which a ballot card is returned shall be dated and initialed by hand by 
the auditor g clerk and placed in a secure location with other absentee ballot 
cards marked under subdivision la. 

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 204B.22, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

Subd. §_. MINIMUM NUMBER REQUIRED IN CERTAIN PRE- 
CINCTS. i_A_t 9_a_(_:h state primary or state general election i_n precincts using lever 
voting machines or Q electronic voting system _w_it_h marking devices gng ir_1_ 

which mpg tlm_11 @ votes yv_e_r<_: cast at t_h_e m_st similar election, gig minimum 
number gf election judges i_s three plus 9;; judge to demonstrate the y_s§ 9f the 
voting machine _o_r_ device. 

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 204B.36, subdivision 4, is amended 
to read: 

Subd. 4. JUDICIAL CANDIDATES. The oflicial ballot shall contain the 
names of all candidates for each judicial office and shall state the number of 
those candidates for whom a voter may vote. The title of each judicial oflice 
shall be printed on the oflicial primary and general election ballot as follows: 

(a) In the case of the supreme court: 

iFertheefiieeefasseeia+e(erehiet3justieeefthesupremeeeuftte%4aieh 
énameei“ ' waseleeteéfertheregulartermieritewhiehéname 
of . was appeintedfl “Chief justice §_o_r associate justice) ; supreme 
court glast name o_f incumbent) seat”; 

(b) In the case of the court of appeals: 

“Judge ; court gfgppeals (l21_st_nan1e o_f incumbent) seat”; 

(e) In the case of the district court: 

distriettewl+ieh(-nan=iee£' waseleeteelfertheregulartermfler 
ite whieh éname ef ' was appeintedfl “Judge ; gnurnberg district 
court gs; name 91‘ incumbent) seat”; or 

(d) In the case of the county court: 

5—Fertheeflieeefjuégee¥theeeuneyeeui4ef+heeeunty(ereeun+ies)ef 
waseleetedfertheregulartermfierfite 

whiehfna-meef ' 

“Judge; Qiumber) county court 
(lag name 9_f incumbent) seat.” 

bepr-intedasfellewse 

Changes or additions are indicated by underline, deletions by st-rileeeut.

Copyright © 1986 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



Ch. 362 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1986 162 

eleetedéerappein-ted-).3 

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 204D.l4, subdivision 2, is amended 
to read: 

Subd. 2. UNCONTESTED OFFICES. Nan-pa-1=t—is&n County offices for which 
there is only one candidate shall appear after all contested county oflices on the 
canary ballot. Judicial oflices E which t_l£m_e _i§ gfly e_ne candidate s_ha_ll apeear 
after a_ll contested judicial offices Q t_h_e canary ballots. 

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 206.56, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

Subd. _l_6_. USER LIST. “User list” means _a li_st 9_f t_l_1e chief election oflicials 
o_f each county and municipality responsible @ preparation 9_f e program t_o ee 
used with en electronic voting systeme; fg administration ef e countig center. 

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 206.57, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

Subd. 3, VENDOR BONDS. Vendors o_f lever voting machines 9; electron- 
i_c voting systems §_l1a_ll certify Q the secreta1_'y _o_f &tt_e t_het th_ey v_s/jg E effg §o_r @ giy votigg machine eg system which i_s Q certified f_or u_se i_n Minnesota 
elections. _T_h_e_ vendor shall furnish e bond i_n t_h_e amount o_f $5,000 along yv_ite 
LIE certification 39 t_h_e secretag ef state conditioned 93 offering flue equipment 
fg sa_le i_n accordance E Minnesota election lz:t_vv_s E _a_n_y conditions g tee 
approval o_f fie equipment granted es provided i_n this section. 

See. 8. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 206.58, subdivision 1, is amended 
to read: 

Subdivision 1. MUNICIPALITIES. The governing body of a municipality, 
at a regular meeting or at a special meeting called for the purpose, may provide 
for the use of lever voting machines or, by the aflirmative vote of two—thirds of 
its members, may provide for the use of an electronic voting system, in one or 
more precincts and at all elections in the precincts. lhe governing bedy el_ia_ll 
disseminate information _t_o_ gie public about t_he gse o_f e _I§fl voting system _a_t_ 

leg Q gefi prior t_o t_h_e election an_d shall provide @ instruction o_f voters@ 
e demonstration voting machine 9; device i_n e public place fi)_r fie Q; weeks 
immediately p_ri_o_r_ t_o th_e gs; election et which _t_lye _n_e_vy voting system \_2v_il_l ee 
used. 

If a machine is designed in a way that does not allow voting on all candi- 
dates and issues pursuant to this chapter, the machines may be used to the 
extent compliance with this chapter is possible and paper ballots complying with 
election laws shall be used for all other oflices and issues. No machine or system 
shall be adopted or used unless it has been approved by the secretary of state 
pursuant to section 206.57. 

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 206.82, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 
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Subd. §_. BOND. Before Q contract i_s awarded 39 £11 vendor f_o_1_' prepara- 
t_i9p pi § program _f9g y_s_g @ Q electronic voting system, jug vendor shall 
furnish the secretary o_f Lite wit_h _a sufficient bond conditioned _o_n preparing the 
program i_n conformity mg Minnesota election L1\_vv @ t_l;l§ instructions delivered 
t_q tl1_e vendor l_)y gl_ig county auditor o_r municipal clerk who i_s responsible fir 
tfi conduct o_f @ election. Lite secretary _O_f state shall §e:ri_ci notice gf mg 
receipt 9; forfeiture o_f fllx spgl; _b_o_nd_ 19 _e_a9h oflicial Q t_h_e y_s§_r l_i_s_t_. Qg 9;‘ 
before March 1_5 o_f every even-numbered ypar ’ch_e county auditor shall sefl _tg 
LIE secretary gf sggg the current @ 1i_st for t_h_e_ county. 

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 206.84, subdivision 3, is amended 
to read: 

Subd. 3. BALLOTS. The ballot information, whether placed on the ballot 
card or on the ballot booklet must, as far as practicable, be in the same order 
provided for paper ballots, except that the information may be in vertical or 
horizontal rows, or on a number of separate pages. lh_e secretary 9_f _s_t_z@ gi_al_l 
provide by _r_u_le fig standard ballot formats £9; electronic voting systems. 

The pages of a partisan primary ballot booklet may be different colors or 
may otherwise differentiate between the parties. All pages of a party’s primary 
ballot must be consecutive, without the insertion of pages from another party. 
Partisan primary ballot booklets must contain a prominent notice of the elfect of 
attempting to vote in more than one party’s primary. A separate ballot booklet 
may also be used for each party in a partisan primary. 

Ballots for all questions must be provided in the same manner. Where 
ballot booklets are placed in a marking device, they shall be arranged on or in 
the marking device in the places provided. Ballot cards may contain special 
printed marks and holes as required for proper positioning and reading of the 
ballots by electronic vote counting equipment. Ballot cards must contain an 
identification of the precinct for which they have been prepared which can be 
read visually and which can be tabulated by the automatic tabulating equip- 
ment. 

Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 206.85, subdivision 2, is amended 
to read: 

Subd. 2. COUNTING CENTER IN MORE THAN ONE MUNICIPALI- 
TY. If a counting center serves more than one municipality, the county auditor 
of the county where the center is located is in sole charge of overall administra- 
tion of the center and must 

(a) establish procedures to implement the timely and lawful completion of 
the counting center proceedings; 

(b) coordinate training of all counting center -personnel and require addi- 
tional training as needed; 
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(c) ask the county attorney, at least 30 days prior to an election, whether 
circumstances require that the municipalities sharing the use of a counting 
center resolve their respective duties and financial responsibilities by execution 
of a joint powers agreement pursuant to section 471.59; and 

((1) Coordinate, and if necessary, exercise the duties imposed by this section 
on the oflicial in charge of elections in a municipality where an electronic voting 
system is used; and 

(g) limit tlg number o_f ballots _t_g Q counted a_t _a single counting center t_o 
n_o more than 100,000. 

Sec. 12. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Section l_O is effective January 1, 1987, a_nd sections _7_ ail 2 g effective 

January 1, 1988. 

Approved March 19, 1986 

CHAPTER 363—H.F.No. 2185 

An act relating to state government; providing for the purchase, use, administration, or 
disposal of certain fees, services, and property within the jurisdiction of the commissioner of 
administration; amending Minnesota Statutes 1984, sections I6B.07, subdivisions 3 and 4; 
16B.08, subdivision 4; 16B.09, subdivision 1; and Minnesota Statutes 1985 Supplement, 
sections 16B.29; 1619.42, subdivision 4; and 1153.48, subdivision 2. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section l6B.07, subdivision 3, is amended 

to read: 

Subd. 3. PUBLICATION OF NOTICE; EXPENDITURES OVER $5;000 
$15,000. If the amount of an expenditure or sale is estimated to exceed $57999 
$15,000, sealed bids must be solicited by public notice inserted at least once in 
a newspaper or trade journal not less than seven days before the final date of 
submitting bids. The commissioner shall designate the newspaper or trade 
journal for that publication, and may designate difi°erent newspapers or journals 
according to the nature of the purchase or contract. The commissioner shall also 
solicit sealed bids by sending notices by mail to all prospective bidders known to 
the commissioner, and by posting notice on a public bulletin board in the 
commissioner’s office at least five days before the final date of submitting bids. 
All bids must be sealed when they are received and must be opened in public at 
the hour stated in the notice. All original bids and all documents pertaining to 
the award of a contract must be retained and made a part of a permanent file or 
record and remain open to public inspection. 
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