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GENERAL LAWS

CHATTER 331.

[Chap.

An act authorizing any city incorporated prior to the
adoption of the constitutional amendment proposed by
chapter 280 of the General Laws of Minnesota of the
year 1897, or any village in thin state desiriiiff to be in-
corporated as a city, to frame its oicn charter for its
f/oteniinent (is a city, consistent u'ith and subject to the-
laics of this slate.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minne-
sota:

SECTION 1. Any city incorporated prior to the adop-
tion of the constitutional amendment allowing cities
already incorporated, and villages desiring to be incor-
porated as cities, to frame their own charter as cities, and
classifying cities for the purpose of general legislation,
which constitutional amendment is proposed in chapter
two hundred and eighty (280) of the General Laws of
Minnesota of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-seven
(1897), and any village in the State of Minnesota desiring
to be incorporated as a city, may frame a charter for its
own government as a ci ly as hereinafter provided.

SEC. 2. The judge or judges of the district court of the
judicial district in which such city or village is situated
may, in his or their discretion, upon presentation of a
petition signed by at least ten (10) per cent of the legal
voters therof, according to the returns of the next pre-
ceding election in such city or village, requesting such
action, or whenever said judge or judges shall deem it
advisable for the beet interests of such city or village,
appoint a board of rifteen (15) freeholders who shall be,
and for the past five (~>) years shall have been, qualified
voters of such city or village.

Such board of fifteen (15) freeholders shall hold office
for a terra of four (4) years.

Such board shall within six (6) months after its ap-
pointment return to the chief magistrate of such city or
village a draft of the proposed charter, signed by the
members of said board, or a majority thereof.

Such charter shall be submitted to the qualified voters
of such city or village at the next election thereof, and
if four-sevenths (4-7) of the qualified voters voting at such
election shall ratify the same, it shall, at the end of thirty
(30) days thereafter, become tbe charter of such city or
village as a city and supersede any existing charter and
amendments thereof.
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Provided, that in cities having patrol limits now estab-
lished such charter shall require a three-fourths (£) ma-
jority of the qualified voters voting at such election to
change the patrol limits now established.

Duplicate certificates shall be made setting forth the
charter and ratification, which shall be signed by the
chief magistrate of such city or village and authenticated
by its corporate seal; one of such certiflcales shall be
deposited in the office of the secretary of state, and the
other, after being recorded in the office of the register of
deeds of the county in which such city or village is situ-
ated, shall be deposited in the office of the city or village
clerk, or the corresponding official, of such city or vil-
lage, and all courts shall take judicial notice thereof.

Such charter so deposited may be amended by a pro-
posal therefor niade by said board, published for at least
thirty (30) days in three (3) newspaperfs] of general circu-
lation in such city or village, and accepted by three-
fifths (3-5) of the qualified voters of such city or village,
voting at the next election, and not otherwise, but said
charter shall always be in harmony with and subject to
the constitution and laws of the State of Minnesota.

Upon the application of five (5) per cent of the legal
voters of any such city or village, by written petition ad-
dressed to and filed with such board of fifteen (15) free-
holders, such board shall submit to the vote of the people
any amendment to such charter endorsed by such appli-
cation and petition.

Such submission shall be made in the same manner as
is above provided for the submission of amendments in
general. Vacancies in said board of freeholders, whether
caused by death, disability to perform duties, resignation,
removal from the corporate limits, or expiration of said
term of office of four (41 years, shall be filled by ap-
pointment in the same manner as the original board was
created, and said board shall always contain its full com-
plement of members.

Any member permanently removing from the corporate
limits of such city or village shall be considered to vacate
his office.

SEC. 3, Any such charter shall provide, among other
things, for a mayor or chief magistrate and a legislative
body of either one (1) or two (2) houses; if of two (2)
houses, at least one (1) of them shall be elected by a gen-
eral vote of the electors. In submitting any such char-
ter or amendment thereto to the qualified voters of such
city or village, any alternate section or article may be
presented to the choice of the voters and may be voted
on separately without prejudice to other articles or sec-
tions of the charter or any amendments thereto.
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SEC. 4. Upon the draft of such charter being returned
to such chief magistrate as aforseaid, the law-making
authorities of ench city or Tillage, as the case may be,
shall forthwith make suitable provision for submitting
to the qualified voters of such city or village the question
of the adoption of such charter.

Such question may be submitted at either a general or
special election, and whether such election be general or
special, it shall be conducted in all respects in the man-
ner provided for general or special elections by the gen-
eral laws of this state.

The ballot to be used at such election shall have
printed npon it this question, "Shall the proposed new-
charter of the city (or village) of be ratified?1'
Following and to the right of such question shall be
printed or written the words "Yes" or "No."

The voter shall indicate his choice by an ''X," marked
to the right of the "Yes" or "No," according as he is in
favor of or opposed to the ratification of such charter.
In the event of any alternate section or article being
presented for the choice of the voters, any form of bal-
lot may be used which will clearly indicate the choice of
the persons voting such ballot between such alternate
sections or articles.
- SEC. 5. Such charter in superseding any previous
charter and amendments thereof shall not affect any
right, lien or liability accrued, established or subsisting
previous to the time when snch charter takes effect, nor
affect any action or proceeding pending when such right,
lien or liability shall be in force, and such-action or pro-
ceeding shall be carried on in all respects as if such char-
ter had not taken effect, nor shall any charter be in any-
wise construed as to affect any right or liability acquired
or accrued under the previous charter and amendments
superseded thereby on the part of any city or any person
or body corporate.

SEC. 6. All ordinances, resolutions and regulations in
force at the time such charter takes effect and not incon-
sistent with the provisions thereof shall remain and be
in force until altered, modified 'or repealed by the law-
making authorities of such cities.

SEC. 7. All rights of action, penalties and forfeitures
accrued to such city or village before such charter takes
effect shall remain unaffected thereby, and may be prose-
cuted, recovered and received as fully in every respect as
though such charter had not taken effect.

SEC. 8. Any lien on real property existing in the State
of Minnesota or such city or village, at or before the tak-
ing- effect of such charter, for taxes and special assess-
ment levied by such city or village, and all right, title



351.] OF MINNESOTA FOR 1899. 465

or estate acquired by or vested in the State of Minnesota
or any such city or village by reason of the forfeiture or
sale to the state, or city, or village of any tract of land,
town, city or village lots offered in a public sale for taxes
or special assessment levied by such city or village, inter-
est and costs due thereon, and not sold to others for want
of bidders, are hereby assigned and transferred to and
continued in such city or village, and all lands, town,
city or village lots forfeited or sold to the state,
or such city or village shall from the taking effect
of such charter be deemed and taken to be forfeited
and sold to such city or village. In all cases where
certificates of purchase have, at the time such charter
takes effect, been made out in the name of purchasers
at any sale for such delinquent taxes or special assess-
ment, the right to redeem any such sale shall not be im-
paired by anything in this act or any such charter con-
tained.

SEC. 9. It shall be lawful for any such city or village
in such charter or by amendment thereof to provide for
regulating and controlling the exercise by any person or
corporation of any public franchise or privilege in any
of the streets or public places in such city, whether such
franchises or privileges have been granted by said city
or village, or by or under the State of Minnesota, or any
other authority; but no perpetual franchise or privilege
shall ever be granted; nor shall any exclusive franchise
or privilege be granted unless the question of granting
the same shall have been first submitted to the qualified
voters of such city and adopted by a majority voting at
such election on the question, nor in such case for a
longer period than ten (10) years.

SEC. 10. That the city council shall control the prop-
erty and finances of the city and shall have power to ap-
propriate money for city purposes only, except as here-
inafter provided; to provide for the payment of its debts
and expenses; to borrow money on its credit for city pur-
poses and to issue bonds therefor; to issue bonds in the
place of and to supply means for paying maturing bonds
and to consolidate or fund the same.

Provided, that the total indebtedness of such city, ex-
cept as hereinafter provided, shall not thereby be made
to exceed five (5) per cent of the total value of the tax-
able property of such city, according to the last preced-
ing assessment for the purposes of taxation, except in
cities where such limit has already been reached, or ex-
penditures have already been authorized by vote of the
people of said city which will cause the said limit to bo
reached.
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Provided, hoic-crer, that the certificates of indebtedness
issued for the creation and maintenance of a permanent
improvement revolving fund shall not be considered as a
portion of the indebtedness of the city for the purposes
of this section.

Provided, further, however, that in case of any such city
now organized, or territory hereinafter to be organized,
the total indebtedness of which at the time of the pas-
sage of this act exceeds five (5) per cent of the total value
of the taxable property of said city according to the last
preceding section for the purposes of taxation, the city
council of such city incorporating under the provisions
of this act may iesue bonds sufficient to pay the floating
indebtedness then existing of any such city, the proceeds
of which bonds shall be used solely for the purpose of
paying such indebtedness, and thereafter the city council
of any such city shall not be authorized to issue any
bonds, except as hereinafter provided, and except for the
paying of maturing bonds of said city, until the total in-
debtedness of said city, except as hereinafter provided,
shall be reduced to an amount less than five (5) per cent
of the total value of the taxable property of such city
according to the last preceding assessment for the pur-
pose of taxation, and thereafter the city council of such
city may issue bonds in accordance with the provisions
hereof and within the limits herein first prescribed.

Provided, further, that any city having a population of
less than eight thousand (8,000), an indebtedness not to
exceed ten (10) per cent of the total value of the taxable
property of such city may be incurred by the issuing of
bonds in the same manner as above provided for the in-
curring of indebtedness not to exceed five (5) per cent.

Provided, furtJicr, that where any city has, prior to its
becoming incorporated under the provisions of this act,
and for the purpose of constructing, regulating, main-
taining or extending or improving suitable water and
light [plants], or either of such plants, or for the purpose
of purchasing, maintaining, extending and improving any
water and light plants, or either of such plants, already in
existence in such city, or for the purpose of acquiring or
paying for any real estate or other property needed in con-
nection with such wator or light plants, or either of them,
for the protection of the purity of the water supply, or
otherwise, issued or authorized to be issued bonds, so
that the amount of said bonds when added to the other
indebtedness of said city shall cause the entire indebted-
ness thereof to exceed five (5) per cent of the total value of
the taxable property of said city, according to the last
preceding assessment for the purposes of taxation, then
said bonds shall not be deemed to be a part of the total
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indebtedness of said c i ty , which said city is hereinbefore
forbidden to make to exceed five (5) per cent of the total
value of said taxable property; and thereafter said city
may issue such additional bonds as may be necessary to
extend, enlarge or improve such water and light plants,
or either of such plants, and such additional bonds so
issued for such purposes shall also not be deemed to be
a part of the total indebtedness of said city, which said
city is hereinbefore forbidden to make to exceed five (5)
per cent of the total value of said taxable property. Such
bonds shall be authorized, issued, negotiated and sold
in the same manner as other city bonds, and shall be a
first lien upon all water and light plants and structures
of every kind, if issued for both; or if for only one, then
upon the appliances and structures thereof, and all the
property acquired or used in connection therewith,
erected, owned or purchased by said city, and the pro-
ceeds of such bonds shall not be expended for any other
purposes than that for which they are issued. No city
council of any city in this state shall issue bonds for any
purpose to the amount of one hundred thousand (100,000)
dollars or over until the proposition to issue said bonds
has been approved by a majority of the legal voters of
that city voting at a general or special election.

SEC. 11. In case of a rejection of a charter proposed New charter.
by such board, said board may propose a new charter
in the same manner as is above provided for the submis-
sion of the first charter adopted by said board, and such
charter so proposed shall be voted on in like manner and
with the same effect as is above provided in the case of
said first charter, and if adopted may be amended in like
manner.

SEC. 12. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with
this act are hereby repealed.

SKC. 13. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after its passage.

Approved April 20th, 1890.


