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county where said action was brought shall have full
jurisdiction as in other actions appealed fromn a justice
court. Immediately upon such application being made,
the court shall enter its order transferring the said actlon
to the district court of the county where the defendant,
or a majority of the defendants, reside, and the clerk of
such district court shall thereupon transmit to the clerk
of the distriet court specified in said order all papers and
files in said caugse.

8ec 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after its pasasge.

Approved April 20th, 1899,

CHAPTER 342.

An act providing for the giving and ecnforcing of a lien
for laber and serviecs performed in cutting, hauling,
hanking, driving, rafting, eriblbing or towing logs, rail-
road crossties, cedar poles or {imber in the State of Min-
nesota and repealing ehapter eighty-nine (89) of the laws
of eighteen hundred and scventy-siw (1876), chapter four
(4) of the laws of eighteen hundred and scventy-cight
(1878), and chapter eighty-siz (86) of the laws of eight-
cen hundred and etghty-five (1885), and all other acts or
parts of acts inconsistent herewith.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minne-
sota:

Sectron 1, Any person who may do or perform any
manual labor in cutting, hauling, banking, driving, raft-
ing, cribbing or towing any logs, railroad crossties, cedar
poles or timber in this state shall have a lien thereon as
against the owner thereof, and all cther persons, except
the State of Minnesota, for the amount due for such serv-
ices, and the same shall take precedence of all other
claims thereon; and any verbal or written agrecment,
express or implied, made by or between any person or
persons, corpoeration, or chartered company or companies,
designed to act as a waiver of any right under this act,
or any portion thereof, shall be wholly void. The lien
herein created shall not attach as against the claim of the
owner or legal occupant of the Jand upon which logs or
timber were cut,-in cases of trespass, or when the logs
and timber were cut and carried away without the con-
sent of such owner or legal occupant.
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Sec. 2. No such debt, demand or claim shall remain
a2 lien on any such logg, railroad crossties, cedar poles or
timber unless a statement thereof in writing, under oath,
by the claimant or some one in his behalf shall be made
and filed for record in tlie office of the surveyor general
of the lumber district in which such logs or timber may
be. And such statement shall briefly set forth and state
the postoflice address of claimant, the date of the com-
mencement and termination of such labor, the rate of
compensation thercfor, the amount paid thereon, if any,
the amount or balance due, and a description of the logs,
railroad crossties, cedar poles or timber upon which
the lien is claimed, that such labor was performed
whollv on such logs, railroad crossties, cedar poles
or timber, and that the person performing the same
claims a lien thereon for the amount due. For all such
labor done and performed between the first day of
October and the first day of April thereafter, such state-
ment ghall be filed on or before the first day of May next
thereafter. And for all labor done and performed be-
tween the first day of April and the first day of October
thereafter, such statement shall be filed within thirty
days after the completion or last day of such labor or
services. [Procvided, howerer, that when the Iabor and serv-
ices for which such lien 1s claimed shall have been com-
menced before the first day of April and shall continue
without termination from the time of such commence-
ment until after the first day of April, then, and in such
case, the party performming such labor and services or his
asgignee ghall have the right io file the statement here-
in provided for at any iime within thirty days after the
completion of such work, and unless suit shall be com-
menced for the recovery and enforcement of such claim
or demand under the provisions of this act within three
(3) months after the filing of such statement the lien shall
cease. DProvided, furfher, that in all cases where there is
no record or description of such logs, railroad crossties,
cedar poles or timber, or the marks thereon made or kept
in the office of the surveyor general, and no such record
or description is required {o be made or kept in said
office of said surveyor general, then, and in that case, it
shall not be necessary for ihe said cluimant or his as-
signee to file the statement. herein provided for in the
office of said surveyor general of logs and lomber, but
such statement shall then be filed in the office of the clerk
of district conrt of the county wherein said labor was per-
formed at the time and in the manner as herein provided
for filing with such surveyor general.

SEC. 3. Any person having a claim upon logs, railroad
crosaties, cedar poles or timber as provided in this act,
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may assign the same in writing to any person, either be-
fore or after the making and filing of the statement there-
for as provided in section iwo (2) of this act; and the
person to whom such claim may be assigned, his agent
or attorney, may make and file for record the statement
for lien therefor as provided in said section two (2), in
cage no guch statement thereof has been filed. And
when such statement as provided for in section two (2)
of this act and the assignment provided for in 1his sec-
tion has been made and filed in the office of the surveyor
general of the Tumber district in which such logs are situ-
ated, or in the office of 1he clerk of district court, in case
the lien statement is filod in the oftice of the clerk of dis-
trict court, said person to whom said assignment is made
shall be subrogated to all the righta of the original claim-
ant, and is hereby authorized to enforce the lien against
said logs, railroad crossties, cedar poles or timber in his
own name, in the same mannoer and with the same effect
that the original claimant could have done had not such
assignment leen made; and any person holding the title
to such logs or timber, or any lien by mortgage or other-
wise thereon as security for the payment of any sum as
stumpage thereon, may in like mauner purchase and take
an assignment of any or all of such claims for labor, or
may pay and discharge the same, and in either case may
tack the same 10 hig original claim and hold the same
as an additional incumbrance thercon, and may enforce
the payment of the same with interest in like manner as
his original claim thereon, but in no case shall he be
required to pay more than the reasonable and current
value of such labor.

8EC. 4. Any person having a lien npon any logs, railroad
crossties, eedar poles or timber pursuant to the pro-
visions of thig act, may enforce the same by attachment
against such logs, railread crossties, cedar poles or tim-
ber in the district court of said state in the judicial dis-
trict wherein is situate the oflice- of the surveyor general
in which the mark of such logs, railroad crossties, cedar
poles or timber is or ghould be recorded, or in the judicial
district wherein sueh manual labor was performed, in the
same manner prescribed in title nine (Y) of chapter sixty-
gix (66) of the General Statutes of eighteen hundredseven-
ty-eight (1878), and all amendments thereof, so far as the
same can be applicable 1hereto and not herein otherwise
provided or inconsistent herewith. The judicial district
in which such lien shall be enforced shall be determined
and fixed by the person performing such labor and serv-
ices or his assignee; and in case such lien is enforced in
the judicial district wherein such services were performed
the action for the enforcement thereof shall he prosceuted
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in the county wherein such manual labor and services
were performed, if such county is an organized county for
judicial purposes, and if snel connty is not an organized
county for judieial purposes, then such action shall be
prosecuted in the county to which such unorganized coun-
ty is attached for judicial purposes. Any person perform-
ing such labor and rervices, or his assignoee, shall have the
right to determine the county in which such action for
the enforcement of such iien shall be prosecuted as herein
provided.

SEec. 5. Before any attachment shall be issued the
claimant, or some one in his hehalf, shall make aftidavit
getting forth that the defendant therein named i8 in-
debted to such claimant in a certain sum over and above
all legal set-off, which sum shall be stated as near as may
be, and that such indebtedness is due or accrued for labor
or services on logs, railroad crossties, cedar poles or tim-
ber, describing the same as near as practicable, and that
the claimant has filed a lien thereon. Upon the making
and filing of such affidavit, together with a certified copy
of the statement provided for in section two (2), together
with a complaint as required in civil actions, in the oflice
of the clerk of the distriet court wherein such action shall
be commenced, the attachment shall be issued by the
clerk of said court upon the order of the judge of such
district or the court commissioner of any county thereof;
and thereafter said claim shall be prosecuted in the man-
ner provided for the prosecution of civil actions in the
district court.

SEC. 6. The attachment shall require the sheriff or
other proper officer to atioch and safely keep the property
described in such affidavit or so much thereof as may be
necessary to satisfy the plaintiff®s claim, with costy, dis-
bursements, charges and expenses, as provided for here-
in. In ecase of & levy upon logs, such ofleer shall file a cer-
tificd copy of such writ, with a copy of his return of levy
endorsed thereon, specifring the mark or marks upon
such logs, and the quaatity of the same levied upon by
him, in the oflice of the survevor general of the lumber
district where such mark or marks are recorded; and
also such officer shall file such certified copy in the office
of the clerk of said disirict court wherein such suit is
brought, and the filing of such certified copy of writ and
levy endorsed thereon in said office of said surveyor gen-
eral and in the offtce of said clerk of distriet court shall
be a sufficient levy upon such logs, railroad crossties, ce-
dar poles or timber.

Src. 7. Such sheriff or other officer shall, if necessary
to save the same from loss, proceed to have such logs
scaled to him as provided by law, wilhout delay, or as
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soon thereafter as soch logs shall arrive within the limits
of the boom which is the proper destination of guch logs,
and nothing shall be done to hinder ar delay the driving
of such logs to such destination. When more than one
writ of attachment or execution shall be levied upon the
same property they shall fake priorvity in the order in
which the levies are made, provided that logs and timber
in the first lumber district may be held at Stillwater by
the sheriff attaching the same, or by the gheriff of Wash-
ington county, and logg and timber in the second Inmber
district may be held at Minneapolis by the sheriff atiach-
ing the same, or by the sheritf of Hennepin county, not-
withstanding the destination of such Jogs may be below
those places, respectively.

Sec. 8. The plaintiff in any proceedings to enforce
such lien as herein provided shall not be required to give
the bond mentioned in scction 131 of chapter 66 of the
General Statutes, nor any security whatever. But the
defendant or any person who may apply and be adinitted
to defend upon making and filing an affidavit showing
that he has good and valid defense in whole or in part,
getting ocut such defenze therein, and upon payment to
the plaintifi of that portion of his claim to which there is
no defense stated in his aflidavit, and all costs incurred
up to the itime of such payment, may make and file with
the clerk of the court wherein such action is commenced
a bond to the plaiotiff, with sureties to be approved by
said judge or court conunissioner, and in such sum as the
said judge or conurt commissioner shall order, conditioned
that he will pay and satisfy such judgment as shall be re-
covered in the action. And thereupon such judge or
court commirsioner may order the property levied upon
by virtue of such writ to be released therefrom. The de-
fendant or person so applying shall give at least five (3)
days’ notice of his intention to flle such atfidavit and ap-
ply for such order; and upon the hearing of such appli-
cation the sureties shall justify orally, if required by the
plaintitt, in addition to the nsual justiftcation by affidavit,
which shall in all cases accompany the bond.

Sec. . In all suits under the provisions of this act the
person, company or corporation liable for the payment
of such debt or claim shall be defendant; but any person
having an interest in or lien upon the logs, railroad cross-
ties, cedar poles or timber, upon which the lien is claimed,
may apply and be admitted by the coirt, so far as neces-
sary to protect his rights in the premises,

Sec. 10. In all suits under the provisions of this act
the court or jury who shall {ry the same or make an as-
sessment of damages therein or make an inguest therein,
shall, in addition to finding the sum due the plaintiff. also
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find generally that the same is due for labor and services
for which the action was brought and was performed on
the logs, railroad crossties, cedar poles or timber de-
scribed in the complaint therein, and that the same 18 &
lien thereon, or the amount or e¢xtent thereof to which
the same is a lien thercon, if a lien only in part. And
the court ghall render judgment in accordance with such
finding., and execution shall issue therefor And such
execution, in addition to the direction and commands con-
tained in ordipary executions in ¢ivil aetiens, may direct
and command that the said logs, railroad crossties, cedar
poles or timber., or so much thereof as may be neces-
sary for that purpose, be sold to satisfy such judgment
to the extent of such lien and all costs or charges and
disburscments; provided, however, that if the court or
jury shall find that no part of the amount due the piain-
tiff is a lien upon the property described in the com-
plaint, the plaintiff’s action shall not be defeated thereby,
but he shall be entitled to judgment as in other civil ac-
tions; and provided further, that in all cases where the
praperty levied upon by writ of attachwent in any such
action hay been released from such levy by the giving of
a bond as herein provided, and the amount found due
the plaintiff is adjudged to be in whole or in part a lien
upon such logs, railroad crossties, cedar poles or timber,
then judgment shall algo be rendered for the amount of
such lien against all the persons liable on such bond.
All levies upon logs, railroad crosstics, cedar poles or
timber by virtte of any such execution shall be made in
the same manuper herein provided for the levying of writs
of attachment in like cases, and sales thereon shall be
made in the sgine manner as ordinary sales on execution,
except that in addition to the usual notice of sale, a no-
tice shall alse be posted in a conspicnous place in the
office of the gurveyor general of the district, and such
sale when made in the county where such surveyor gen-
eral’s office is located, shall be made at the office of the
surveyor general, and when made in any other connty
shall be made a¥ the front door of the usual place of hold-
ing district court therein. And the officer making the
sale shall give his certificate thereof to any person who
may buy such logs or timber or any part thereof at such
sale, and the same shall vest in each purchaser an abso-
lnte iitle thereto. And upon such certificate being de-
livere@ to the surveyor general, he shall seale to such
person or his assigns the said logs or timber so purchased
and shall deliver a scale hill thereof to the person to
whom such scftle is made, which shall be evidence of his
ownership of such logs or timber.
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B8rc. 11, The officer making a levy upon logs as herein
provided may pay the boomage and senlage of the logs
or timber levied upon, and refurn the ampount paid on
the writ, which skall be included and taxed in the bill of
costs and disbuisements; but if paid after judgment,
then the oflicer may charge and collect the same out of
the properiy as other costs and disburscments,

Sre¢, 12, The action or lien under the provisions of
this act shall not be defeated by the taking of a note or
other evidence of indebtedness, unlegs it was taken in
discharge of the amount due and without lien, and so
agreed and stated in writing at the time of the taking of
such note,

Sic. 13, All railroad crossties, cedar poles and timber
other than logs shall be held by the sheriff or other
officer at the place where seized, and shall be detained
by him until the same are disposed of according to the
provisions of this act, or released by order of said court.

Sec. 14, The plaintiff shall allege in his ¢omplaint all
the facts upon which his right to a lien depends, and the
filing of such statement for lien and all suech allegations
shall be taken to be true, unless expressly denied by the
defendant or his agent or attorney in his answer,

Sec. 15. The surveyors gencral of logs and Iumber
are hereby required to file and record such statementis
and any asgignments thereof and such writs and endorse-
ments of levy thereon and returns and certificates of sale
and shall give certified copies thereof whenever required
by any person interested in such suit, and shall receive
therefor the same fees as for recording ether instruments,
and such record or a certified copy thereof may be intro-
duced and read in evidence in any of the courts in this
state.

Sec. 16. The statement hercin provided for in section
two {2) may be filed in the office of said surveyor general
immediately after the termination of said labor and
gservices, and the action berein provided for ithe enforce-
ment of said lien may be ecommenced immediately after
the filing of said statement, as herein provided.

Srec. 17. In all actione brought under the proviaions
of this chapter, if it shall be adjudeed and determined
thai the plaintiff 1herein has a lien upon the loss, railroad
crossties, cedar peles or timber deseribed in his com-
plaint, there shall be taxed and vecovered by said plaintiff
against the said logs, railroad crossties, cedar poles or
timber, the following costs and disbursements, in addi-
tion v the costs and disbursements now provided by law
in the trial of eivil actions:

First—The sum of twenty dollars (820.00} as an attor-

ney fee.
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Second—In case the plaintiff in said action is the per-
son who performed the labor or services in the cutting,
hauling, banking, driving, rafting, cribbing or towing of
guch logs, railroad crossties, cedar poles or timber, then,
and in such case, said plaintiff shall be entitled to wit-
ness fees the same as though he were not a party to such
action, but a witness therein, except that his per diem
as such witness shall be one dollar and fifty cents (§$1.50)
per day, and six cents per mile each way for the number
of miles necessarily and actually traveled by him in at-
tendance upon court.

Third—Said plaintiff shall be entitled to have taxed
in sajd action: all of the costs and dishursements now
allowed by law, to the prevailing party in civil actions,
and all said costs, viz.: Baid attorney fee of twenty dol-
Iars ($20.00), said per diem of one dollar and fifty cents
1$1.50) per day, and mileage, and all other costs and dis-
bursements provided for herein shall be taxed as now
provided in civil actions, and shall become a part of the
judgment, and he recovered against said logs, railroad
crossties, cedar poles or timber.

8ec. 18. This act is intended only for the protection
of lakorers for hire, and shall not inure to the benefit of
any person interested in contracting, cutting, hauling,
banlking, driving, rafting, cribbing or towing any such
logs, railroad crosstie, cedar poles or timber by the
thoasand feet or otherwise; but such laborers for hire
shall inclnde all foremen, cooks, cookees, blacksmithe.
carpenters, mechanics and all other persons who work
for wages in said business,

Sec. 19. Chapter eighty-nine (88} of the Laws of
eichteen hundred seventy-six (1876). chapter four (4) of
the Laws of eighteen hundred seventy-eight (1878), and
chapter eighty-six (86) of the Laws of eighteen hundred
eighiy-five (1885), are herehy repealed, and all other acts
or paris of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby re-
pealed, except that the repeal of said acts shall not take
effect ag to any liens flled or actions begun wonder the
provisions of any of said acis; but all licns filed and all
actions begun under any cxisting law or laws shall be
prosecuted thereunder to a final determination pursuant
to the provisions of such existing law or laws,

Brc. 20, This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after May firat (Ist), eighteen hundred and niuety-
nine (1899),

Approved April 20th, 1809.
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