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CHATTER 142.

An act flixing generdl Lerms of the district courl in the several
counties of the vixteenth judicial distridt.

Beit enscted by the Legidlature of the state of Minnesota:

SEorioN 1. The general terms of the district court
in the meveral counties of the gixteenth judical distriet,
this state, shall hereafter be held each year as Follows:

In Bigstone county on the third Tuesday in May and
the last Tuesday in October;

In Wilkin county on the flret Tuesday in June and the
first Tuesday in December;

In Stevens county on the third Tuesday in March and
the third Tuesday ln October;

In Traverse county on the third Tuesday in June and
the third Tnesday in November;

In Grant county on the fourth Tuesday in May and the
second Tuesday in November, except when said second
Tuesday of November shall be election day, in which case
such term shall be held the Wednesday following sach
second Tuesday of November.

Sxc. 2. All writs, reccgnizances, bonds, comtinuances
and proceedings issued, made or returnable to the dis-
{rict court aforesaid in suid counties, or any of them, as
fixed by law prior to the passage of this act, shall be
and the same hereby are made returnable to the terms
of 8aid courts as the same are prescribed by the provi-
gions of this act.

SEc. 3, ANl acis and parts of acts inconsistent with
this act or prescribing any other time of holding any of
said general terms of court are hereby repealed.

SEc. 4. This act shall take effect and be in for¢e from
and after its passage.

Approved March 9, 1893.

CHAPTER 143.

An act to provide for the creation and organization of new
counties and gerernment of the game.

Beit enacted by the Legislatnre of Lhe state of Minnesota:

SEcrroxr 1. New counties may be created out of ter-
ritory te be detached from one or more of the counties
already organized, and the boundaries of sach organized
counties may be thereby changed as hereinafter pro-
vided. But no new county so created shall contain less
than four hundred sqoare miles nor less than two thous-
and inhabitants; end no existing county shall, by the
creation of any new county, be reduced in area to less
than four hundred square miles nor s¢ a8 to contain a
population of less than two thousand inhabitants.
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SEC. 2. Whenever there shall be presented to the secre- Petition of lega
tary of state, not less than ninety days before the next To%™ Merelor
succeeding general election, the petition of not less than
fifteen per cent of the legal voters of each of the counties
to be changed thereby according to the vote of said
county or counties at the last preceding election, pray-
ing that certain territory shall be detached from any
county or counties, and erected, created and organized
into a new county, which petition shall eontain what is
hereinafter required, and have attached thereto the affl-
davit of the person or persons who procured the sigma-
tures to such petition, to the effect that the signers were,
when they signed the same, actual residents and legal
voterg of the county that they, in such petition, repre-
sented themselves to be; said secretary of state shall at
once file the same, and immediately notify the governor
and state auditor of the receipt of the same, and they
shall immediately meet and consider said petition, and
it it is found to conform to law they, or a majority of
them, shall so certifiy, and thereupon the governor shall, Consideration
not legs than sixty days before the next general election, saditor and’
issue his proclamation, attested by the secretary of state, erelary of
declaring that such petition has been go filed and found ’
to be conformable to law, and directing that the question
of the creation of the propdsed new county be submit-
ted to the voters of the county or counties to be affected
therehy, as provided by law, at the next succeeding gen-
eral eglection; and upon the issuance of said proclama-
tion the gecretary of state shall record such pelition and
affidavit thereto attached, and certifieate and proclama-
tion, in hiz office, in a book to be provided by him for
such purpose, and he shall cause a copy of such proclama-
tion to be published in two of the daily newspapers in the
capital city and in a newspaper printed and published
at the county seat of the county or counties from which
such new county is proposed to be created and having
general circulation therein, at least four successive
weeks before the general election at which such question
is 10 be submitted; and he shall mail a certified copy of
that proclamation to the auditor of the county or coun-
ties affected by such proposed new county. Where it is
proposed to create a new county out of a porticn of the
territory of more than one county, it shall be necessary
for separate petitions to be presented by the citizens of
each of the counties from which such proposed new
counity is to be created. A copy of said petition so filed
with the secretary of state shall also immediately there-
after be filed in the office of the county auditor of the
county or counties out of which such new county is pro-
posed to be created.

SEc. 3. Such petition shall propose and specify (1) the What
territory which is to constitute the proposed new county pan ,{,’f,’é}i,',’”
apd the boundaries thereof, the boundary lines of which
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shall be the United States government survey lines of
townships, sections or subdivisions thereof, or the cen-
tre of the main channel of any meandered stream or the
ghore of any meandered lake, as may he necessary; (2)
the name of the proposed new county; (3) the place and
location which shall be the county seat of the same until
changed as provided by law; (4) the names of five per-
spons residing in different townships thereof, who shall
be the first board of county commissioners; and such
petition may be in the following form: .

To the Secretary of State of the State of Minnesota:

The undersigned legal voters of the county of (here
Ingert name of eounty] pray that a new county may be
created and be composed of the territory within the fol-
lowing boundaries, to-wit: (Here insert boundaries of
proposed new county); and that (here insert name of
village, borough, city or other place proposed) he the
county seat thereof; and that {here insert name and resi-
dence of the five legal voters proposed) be and consti-
tute the first board of county commissioners of said pro-
posed county. These petitioners therefore pray that the
proceedings required by law to organize said proposed
county be had and complied with. Dated thiz ......
dayof...... yA D IS

(Here add names of signers)

8EC. 4. Af the time of giving notice of the next gen-
eral election to be held after the issuing of the said
proclamation by the governor, it shall be the duty of
the officers of the county or counties affected thereby,
who are required to give notice of the electiom of offi-
cers therein, to pive notice in like manner, that at =said
election a vote will be taken on the question of the crea-
tion of the proposed new county, or counties, stating
and specifying in said notice the houndaries of said pro-
posed county; the proposed location of the county seat
and the name of such proposed county; and the ballots
tor such general election shall, for each pending proposi-
tion of the kind, have printed thereon the words: “For
the creaiion and organization of the proposed new coanty
ot (here insert name of proposed county), yes—no;” and
each elector voting on such proposition or propesitions
to create and establish such new county or counties shall
mark a cross opposite the “yes” or “noe” as provided in
s&fecltéogn thirty-four of chapter four of the general laws
¢ 1.

SEeC. §. It shall be lawful for the board or council of
the municipality named in such petition as the county
seat of the proposed county or counties or of the county
seat of the county or counties to be affected, and they
are respectively hereby authorized to appeint, by certifi-
cate under their hand, a proper person or persons, not ex-
ceeding three, to attend upon such of the city, town.
ship or village boards and judges of election of any of
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gald counties as they may deem necessary; who shall
have aunthority, and whose duty it shall be to witness
the action of said township and village boards or judges
of election, in receiving and preparing the register of
the legal voters in either of the election districts of said
county for the general election at which said proposi-
tion or propositions is to be voted upon and in conduct-
ing such election in ecither of the election districts. Said
person or persons so appointed shall be sworn, and it
shall be their duty to see that none but legal voters of
the county are registered and allowed to vote at any of
the several election districts of the county, and to use
all lawful means in their power to prevent fraud and
deceit thereat, and to cause to be prosecuted any and all
persons found guilty of any frand or deceit at any of
such clection districts. And it is hereby made the duty
of the officers or judges of election of such electipn dis-
tricts to allow such persons so appointed to be present at
the making of guch registry lists, or the holding of such
elections, and to afford them all proper facilities to frecly
and fully witness the same and the canvass of the votes
cast thereat and the preparation and sealing of the official
returns thereof, and to make and deliver them an' ab-
stract of the vote on any such proposition if so desired.

8Ec. 6. It shall be the duty of the judges of election
in each election district or precinet of the county or
counties where any such proposition is voted upon, to
canvasy, record and return the vote cast upon any such
proposition in the same manner ag votes cast at the gen-
eral election are required to be canvassed, certified, re-
corded and returned by them, and to also, within five
days, certify and return by registered letier to the mecre-
tary of state the number of votes cast for and against
each proposition to create new counties that was voted
upon in that district or precinet at that election.

BEC. 7. Buch returns of the votes upon any and all
such propositions to create new countles shall be can-
vassed by the county canvassing board of the proper
county in the same manner as the vofes for state offi-
cers are required to be canvassed, and a statement of the
votes given for and against each of such propositions, giv-
ing the vote of each election district or precinct in the
county thercon, shall be made, signed and certified, and
transmitted to the secretary of state in the same manner
a8 is required by general law, as to the votes cast for and
against state officers in the several counties of the state.

8ec. 8. All such returns of votes on any such proposi-
tion shall be canvassed by the state canvassing board at
the same time that they eanvass the votes for state,
congressional or other officers cast at the same election;
and such state canvassing board shall make and file with
the secretary of state their separate certificate declar-
ing the resolt of the vote in each case and upon each
and every such proposition to create any new county or

Returo of votes
by judgen of
elegtion,

Canvama of votes
by county can-
Yassing board,

Returnsto be
sent to
of ntate.

Baturna lo be
canvasasd by
ntais board.



266 - GENERAL LAWS [Chap.

conntes. Inm case all such returns have not been re
ceived from the proper county canvassing board, the
state canvassing board may use the returns received from
the judges of election of the election districts of the
county which has not reported; but the proper county
officers may notwithstanding be compel]eg to make Te-
turn a8 herein required. Upon the making and filing
of any such certificate to the effect that any such propo-
gition has received a majority of the votes cast thereon
in each county to be affected thereby it shall be the daty
of the governor to, within ten days therafter, issue his
proclamation announcing that such proposition has re-
ceived such a majority of the votes and declaring such
proposition adopted; and the secretary of state shall
cange sich proclamation te be published for three muc-
cessive weeks in two of the daily papers at the eapital
city of the state and transmit a certified copy thereof 1o
the county auditor of the county or counties out of which
said new county has been erected, who shall cause the
game to be published three weeks in the offieinl paper
of the county, and to each of the persons elected as
county commigsioners in such new county. The secre-
tary of state shall also file and record in his office in said
book of such records the certificate of the state canvass-
ing board, certifying that such propositon received a ma-
jority of the votes cast, together with the proclamation of
rrodamtion o the governor declaring the same to have been adopted;
e rermos. 7t and a duly certified copy of this preclamation shall in all
cases be received as full evidence of the legal and valid
organization and existence of such county.
Judteisd staton EC. 9. Upon the isspance of such proclamation by the
afnewommty. govermor declaring any much proposition to create a new
county adopted, the new connty named therein shall be-
come and be one of the duly organized coanties of this
state; but the territory of the mame for judicial purposes
and the enforcement of the Iaws againgt crime, shall be
deerned to belong to and he the territory of the county
from which the same was detachied untit the officers of
such new county kave been elected, appointed and quali-
fled ag hereinafter provided.
. ¢ frmt BEc. 10. Immediately after the receipt of snch certi
board o com- - fled copies of the proclamation of the governor declaring
misslonem. such proposition to create such new county adopted, the
said persons 8o chosen ag the first board of comrnission-
ers thereof, or a majority, shall meet at the place named
as the connty seat of such new county and qualify as the
first board of county commissioners of such new county
ag provided by the general laws relating to county com-
missioners; and when so qualified said persons shall be-
come and possess all the powers of county commission-
ers, a8 provided by the gemeral laws of this state relat-
ing thereto. The said board of county commissioners
when so qualified shall proceed at once to provide offices
for county officers and furnish the same -with proper fur-
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niture and stationery, and to elect by a majority vote
thereof, beginpning with the county auditor, all the
county officers of said county which are required by the
general laws of the state; and such persons so elected
as such county officers shall qualify as such as required
by the general laws of the state relating thereto, and such
officers when s0 elected and qualified shall possess all
the authority and power conferred by the general law
upon such officers, and shall hold their offices until their
successors are elected or appointed and qualified as pro-
vided by general law. Said first board of county com-
miggioners shall at their first meeting elect one of their
number as clerk thereof to act as such until a county
apddeidtor is elected and qualified, as in this section pro-
vided.

Seo. 11. All organized and existing townships and
school and road districts, the whole of which are in-
cluded in the territory of any new county created and

organized as herein provided, shall continue to be or- .

ganized townships, school and road districts, and become
and be a part of such new county; and the officers
thereot shall continue to be such anrd shall hold their
offices until their successors are elected, appointed or
qualified, as the case may be; and all such townships,
school and road districts, and the officers thereof, shall
be subject to all general laws relating to the townships
and such districts of the new county of which they have
become a part. In case the boundary lines of any such
new county shall divide any organized township, school
or road district all such fractions of former townships
ghall be deemed to be unorganized territory, and it shall
be the duty of the county commissioners of the count
in which any such fractions are situated to attach suc
fractional parts of former townships to such adjeining
townships in their county as they may determine to be
best, and to continue such divided school district as a
part of both counties, or atiach the same to another dis-
trict in the county, or create it a new district, as a ma-
jority of the resident voters thereof may petition, and
they decide to be for the best intereste of the people to
he affected thereby.

8Ec. 12. It shall be the duty of the register of deeds of
any such new county, immediately after his so qualifying,
to transcribe and copy into the records of his office from
the records of the county where the same was formerly
situate, all the records in the office of the register of
deeds of that county, pertaining to all the property which
has been detached therefrom and made a part of such
new county, and he shall receive for such transcribing
from such new county the sum of six cents per folio; and
such records of such new county when so made shall
he the legal records thereof and shall have the same effect
in law as though the original instruments had been re-
vorded in such register of deed’s office of the county, and
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the same or certified copies thereof may be read in evi-
dence in any court or before any tribunal as such rec-
ords. If any such register of deeds shall neglect or fail
to so transcribe such records the same may be done by
his successor in office. In case it shall be deemed neces-
sary by the board of county commissioners of such new
county to do so, the county auditer of such new county
ghall copy and franseribe from the records of the county
anditor's office of the county from which the same was
detached, relating to such new county or to any of the
townships, school districts or road districts wwhich have
become wholly or in part a part of such new county, and
for such transcribing such county aunditor shall alse re
ceive gix cents per folio.

The officers of the county from which such records are
to be so transcribed shall fuornish the officers of snch new
counties all reasonable and proper facilities to epnble
them to 8o copy and transcribe such records.

Sec. 13, The creation of any new county, ag herein.
before provided, shall not affect in any maoner the col-
lection of any unpaid tax wupon any property within the
territory of such new county, for the current expenses
of the connty from which the same was detached, or for
township, school, rond or other local taxes, or for any
special tax levied prior to the filing of the copy of the
petition for the formation ¢f such new county in the offiee
of the county anditor, as provided in section two of this
act; and all such unpaid taxes shall be collected and

ayment thereof enforced by the officers of such county
Pn the same manner and with the same effect as if the
territory of such new county had remained and continued
a part of the county from which the same was detached;
and any and all moneys then remaining in or afterwards
coming into the treasury of the county from which the
same wus detached or into the possession of any officer
of such county belonging to any town or school or road
district so made a part of such new county, shall be ap-
portioned and paid over to such town or district im the
same manner as should have been had the town or dis
trict remained within and a part of the county from
which the same hrd been detached. But ne tax shall
be levied upon any of the property within the limits of
any proposed mew county after a copy of the petition
filed with the secretary of state has been filed with the
county puditor of the county as provided in seetion two
for any indebtedness incurred after the filing of such
copy petition, or for buildings or improvements made
outside the limits of such new county except as herein.
after provided.

SEC. 14. When there is any bonded or other floating
county indebtedness outstanding against any county out
of which any such new county has been wholly or in
part created, the same shall be paid by such old and new
counties in proportion te their reapeciive valuations (as
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shown by the last general assessment) of their portions
of the property of the county or counties out of which
such new county was created. Provided: That in case
apy such county, out of which any new county has been
in whole or in pari created, possesses county buildings
erected by the connty, the same ghall be appraised and
the present value ihereof to the county in which such
buildings are sitnated shall be ascertained as herein-
after provided, and such appraised value of said build-
ings shall be deducted from the amount of said bonded
or floating indebtedness to be so apportioned, and the re-
mainder of such indebtedneas shall only be so apportioned
between the several counties; and the amount of said
remaining indebtedness (and which equals and repre-
sents the said appraised value of said ecunty buildings)
shall not be so apportioned among such several coun-
ties, but shall be wholly paid by the county which has
and retains such county buildings. Such county build-
ings shall be appraised and their present value fixed and
determined by three wholly disinterested persons, who
shall be appointed by the governor; neither of whom
shall be residents of or owners of taxable property in
either of the counties interested, and who shall take an
oath to honestly and impartially appraise and deter-
mine the present value of such county buildings, and
they shall flle their oath with the gecretary of state;
and when they have made their appraisal they shall state
and certify to the same in writing over their respective
signatures, and make and sign and file with the aunditor
of each of such counties ome of sald certificates of ap-
praisal; and such appraisal, when so made and certified
to, shall be final and conclusive and such certificate shall
be such evidence of the same. In making such appraisal
said appraisers shall consider the cost of such county
buildings and allow for subsequent wear and deprecia-
tion thereof and determine the present value thereof to
the county.

Stc. 15, The county commissioners of any such new
county shall make provision for the payment of any such
bonded or floating indebtedness by levy and taxation at
the time fixed by Iaw for so doing, and in the same man-
ner as the county commissioners of the parent county
or coutties should have dome; and for the purpose of
meeting its proportion of such indebtedness which may
becotne due before the same can be raised by levy and
taxation, and for the purpose of providing necessary rec-
ord books, furpiture for county offices, official reals and
other necessary county expenses, the county commission-
ers of such new counties are hereby authorized, after
they have fully organized as herein provided, to issue
the bonds of their respective counties, not exceeding in
amount the sum of ten thousand dollars, to run for a pe-
riod of not more than ten years, and bearing interest at
the rate of not more than seven per cent per annum.
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SEc. 16. General terms of the distriet court shall be
keld in soch new counties (uniil the time for holding the
same is fixed by law)} at snch times in the year as shall
be fixed by the judge of the judicial district In which the
game may be sitaate.

8x0. 17. No failure or refusal of any county officer to
do any of the acts or things herein required of him to be
done, or of the fallure to make publication as herein re-
quired, shall affect the validity of the establishment of
any sach new county; and any officer who shall willfully
neglect or refuse to perform the duties herein required
of him shall be guilty of malfeasance in office, and may
be removed therefor.

SEc 18, This act ehall take effect and be in force from
and after its passage.

Approved April 1, 1893

CHAPTER 144,

An edt torequire all county officers to vender ¢ sworn report
to the board of counly commissioners of their vespective counties
of all fees, emoluntents or gratuities received by them by virtue of
their offices and providing for penalties for viclations of the
same.

Be it enacied by the Tegislature of the state of Minnesoin:

SeerioN 1. It shall be the duty of &l county officials
on or befere the fifteenth of January in each year to
make and file with the eounty aunditor in their respective
counties n statement in writing, under oath, showing
the amount of all fees, gratuities and emoluments of
whatever nature by them recelved as such couunty offi-
clals or in connection with the work of their respective
offices for the calendar year mext preceding the making
and filing of such statement. -

8ec. 2. The county auditor shall present all statements
made pursuent to the provisions of this (act) to the board
of county commigsioners, at the regular or special meet-
ing thereof held next after the ffteexth of Janmary, to-
gether with a list of connty officials whose reports have
not been received by zaid county auditor, and there
apoxn it shall be the duty of said boaxd to cause the county
attorney to be noiifted as to such delinquents and of said
county attorney to prosecute the same

SEC. 3. Any county official who shall viclate any provi-
sion of this act shall be guilty of 2 misdemeanor, and on
conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not
leas than one hundred dellars or more than one thous
and dollars or by imprisonment in the county jail for
rot less tham thirty days por more than one year, or by
both sanid fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the
court.



