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NUMBER I.

Joint Resolutions on the State of the Union.

That one of the vital and necessary princi-
ples which form the basis of all free governments, is that joint Rwoinuww
the constitutional majority must always rule. And there- <"• °« s*"*8 "*
fore, the right of the people of any State to withdraw from UM>Unton

the Union, thereby hazarding the liberties and happi-
ness of the millions comprising this confederacy, can
never be acknowledged by us under any circumstances.

We regard secession upon the part of any State as
amounting directly to revolution, and precipitating civil
war with all its sad train of consequences.

2. jResolvcd, That the people'of the State of Minnesota
reiterate their unalterable devotion to the Constitution of
the United States, and that if its provisions be strictly
observed it will, in its own words, ensure domestic tran-
quility, provide for the common defence, promote the
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to our-
selves and our posterity.

3. Resolved, That Abraham Lincoln and Hannibal
Hamlin havingbeen constitutionally and legally elected
President and Vice President of the United States, at a
general election fully and freely participated in, on the
same day, by the people of every State of the Union,
South as well as North, that any attempt to dissolve or
destroy the Union on account thereof, is without excuse
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or justification, and should receive the condemnation of
every patriot in the land.

4. JZesofoed, That we have heard with astonishment
and indignation of the recent outrages perpetrated at
Charleston, South Carolina, by firing upon an American
steamer, sailing under the flag of our country, and that
we expect of the general government the strongest and
most vigorous effort to assert its supremacy and to check
the work of rebellion and treason. Fully impressed with

? our duly to make every possible eftort to uphold the
Union and to maintain the authority of the general gov-
ernment, we hereby tender to the President of the Uni-
ted States, for that purpose, through the Governor of this
State, aid in men and money to the extent of our ability.

"When one or more States erect the standard of disu-
nion, and place themselves in military array against the
government bequeathed to us by our ancestors, we can
discover no other honorable or patriotic recourse than to
teBfc» ^ofck on ^an^ant* on ocean;tne ̂  strength of the

tho union federal authority under our national flag.
5. Resolved, That we declare to each State of this Union

our sincere desire to secure a renewal of that fraternal
feeling which ought always to exist between citizens of
a common country, and which distinguished the history
of the nation for more than half a century. Especially

1 do we express to those patriotic citizens of the Southern
States, who have nobly and manfully exerted their ut-
most efiorts to prevent the catastrophe of dissolution, our
sincere gratitude and highest admiration.

6. Itesotved, That the most sincere thanks of the na-
tion are justly due to that distinguished patriot and vete-
ran, Lieutenant General Winn'eld Scott, for the prompt
and decisive steps he has taken to stay the tide of revo-
lution, and for the determined spirit lie has evinced in
maintaining the honor of our Government.

T. He8Mvedt That we will never consent or submit to
the obstruction of the free navigation of the Mississippi
river from its source to its mouth by any power hostile
to the federal government

8. -Resolved, That the Governor of this State is here-
by requested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to
the President of the United States, to Lieutenant Gener-
al Winn'eld Scott, and to each of our Senators and Rep-
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reaentatives in the Congress of the United States, and to
the Governors of the several States*

Approved January 22d, A. D. 1861.

NUMBER II

Jomt Resolutions.

Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota,

That it is the sentiment of the people of our State,
that in any and all schemes for the construction of a Pa-
cific Railroad, the best interests of the country—especially
of the entire northwest—strongly demands the building
of a northern railroad, and that we earnestly urge upon uw piffle IUB-
our Senators and Representatives in Congress, the con- *?**
tinuance of all laudable efforts to accomplish this highly
important object.

jResolved, That the interests of trade and commerce im-
peratively demand, in addition to the northern road above
named, that a road, as part of said railroad system, be
constructed from the -west end of Lake Superior, to and
up the valley of the Minnesota river, and thence south-
westerly, BO 09 to connect with the central branch of said
Pacific road.

2tesofoed, That the Governor of the State is hereby re-
quested to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to
each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress.

Approved January 26th, A. D. 1861.


